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2018 was the first time both Balga and Canning City played each other since 1983, when 

both clubs were in what today would be called State League Division One. Canning City was 

known as Canning Corinthian at the time.  

Overall, the clubs have met on thirteen occasions in the league, with Balga winning eight 

times and there have been four draws. Canning won their first ever game against Balga last 

season. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 
Hello friends, fans and guests 

We welcome our guests from Canning City.  

After last week’s 2:0 victory against Kelmscott Roos SC, the team finally reached double                                                 

figures on the ladder. Even when I enjoy a hard and fair fight every week, the three red                                                            

cards did not even come close to project the brutality and unfairness our team had to face last week. The boys 

stood their ground and the referee showed - what we so often missed during the past weeks - the courage to 

penalise brutal play and unfair behaviour of our opponent. 

The game in Kelmscott was the first game of the season for Amos Gada and Luke Christie, who joined us from 

Balcatta FC mid-season. Luke introduced himself to our fans by scoring the first goal and Amos showed his 

quality especially in the second half. 

Oh yes! COVID stopped us all from training on the pitch, but on Tuesday and Thursday our Zoom training 

sessions were fully booked, so that fitness will not be an issue for today’s game. We are blessed to live in the 

safest country in the world in regards of COVID infection and it is not even worth a discussion in our club that 

we collectively support all measures to protect our community and jointly help to fight the terrible pandemic! 

Back to football - today we play a team that we beat 4:1 in our away game. The result was based on Farruh’s 

hat-trick and our solid defensive work, which did not allow the opponent any relevant chances in the second 

half. The same intensity and decisiveness will be needed today to win against Canning. 

While we were constantly under pressure with injuries in the first half of the season, our sick bay is finally 

empty, and the coaching team can pick from players and their training performance. The performance today 

should lead to an entertaining game. 

Let’s go Balga! 

 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach 
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FROM THE COACH – RESERVES  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to Princess Road. 
 
After winning 2 in the trot, we then lost 2 on the trot...very frustrating, especially when we 
had been playing so well. 
 
We are still in the chase for a top four position - the lads know what we have to do, and 
what is expected of them. 
 
But today, all of our thoughts are on winning three points. 
 
Welcome Canning City, whom we played 4 weeks ago. And, although we won, it could have 
gone either way - concentration is absolutely paramount today. 
 
Also, I want to mention our U18’s getting their first win last week - it has been a long time 
coming and we are all tremendously proud. 
 
Enjoy the games today. 
 

Rich Bryant 
Balga Reserves Coach 
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PLAYER PROFILE – FIRST TEAM 

Anthony Ruhumuriza 

Nickname:  om s  r  

Previous clubs: Jaguar FC, Dianella White Eagles  

Any pre-game superstitions or routines: Eating  

Your club favourite team in Europe:  Manchester United  

Your favourite TV show: All American  

Favourite food: Chicken Parmigiana  

iPhone or Android? iPhone 

Favourite animal: Black Panther  

Best gift you have received:  Beats headphones, Air Jordan’s  

What is the first thing you would buy if you won the lotto:  Property  

Your favourite holiday destination: Don’t know I don’t travel  

The most famous person you would like to meet:  Vasyl Lomachenko 

Best place to live in the world: Perth  

What is the one talent you wish you had: Singing 
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PLAYER/COACH PROFILE - RESERVES 

 

Mark Higgins 
 
Nickname: Figgy in Ireland and Diddly in Australia 
 
Teams: Man Utd, Ireland for my sins and Treaty United  
(Limerick FC) also for my sins 
 
Favourite food: Guinness (it's a dinner in a can) 
 
Fav player: Maradonna 
 
Song you want played at your funeral: Oasis - Whatever                                                                             
(acoustic version with octopuses garden). 
 
Inspirational person(s): Caimin Waterstone and my Old Man. 
 
What would you buy if you won the lotto: I'd buy a garage full of ridiculous cars. 
 
Any pre-match superstitions: Deep heat, 2x codeine, a 6 pack and arrive 5 mins before kick off. 
 
Loves: Drinking, stupid cars and football. 
 
Hates: People who moan about having a shit life but do nothing about it. 
 
Interesting fact about a team mate: Alex Dudeks DNA is 98.5% Neanderthal. 
 
Memorable football moment:  Hammering the Italians 1-0 in Lille at Euro 2016. I might have 
mentioned (once) that I was at the game. 
 
Who would you want to be if you weren’t you: Would loved to have been George Best. 
 
Best save: For Mungret Regional at Jackman Park in a cup final back home in 2011. 
 
Best goal: A bicycle kick for Emerald FC against Joondalup and I was the drunkest person in a 5 km 
radius. 
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ROUND 12 FIRST TEAM REVIEW – KELMSCOTT ROOS 

Balga moved ten points clear of the drop zone after a 2-0 win at bottom of the 

table Kelmscott Roos at Frye Park. “The game away against Kelmscott was 

testing - it's always mentally challenging when the opposition gets an early red 

card,” Balga’s Liam Kessel said. “We didn't put up our best performance but we 

fought against complacency and got the much needed three points.” The hosts 

were reduced to ten men on 19 minutes when Sam French was sent off by 

referee Peter Kaiser, who was in for a busy afternoon. Balga eventually made 

their one-man advantage count five minutes into the second half, with new 

signing Luke Christie scoring after an 18 year box scramble. They doubled their 

lead 13 minutes from time, Bleron Mamudi quickest to react after a shot had 

hit the post, to fire home past Jack Adams. The hosts ended the game with 

eight players, after Andrew Reale and George Ballah were both sent off. 

“We knew it would be a tough contest, especially after Kelmscott got their first 

point the week before. Our boys stayed calm in every situation even when the 

limits were passed and yellow or red cards followed,” Balga coach Gerhard 

Janssen explained. “In the first half we wasted several opportunities but as 

soon as we scored, the entire team controlled the ball and the opponent, and 

the second goal sealed the victory, but Kelmscott fought until the final whistle. 

After four losses during the last weeks only by penalty it was good to see the 

boys collecting the three points they deserved.” 

_______________________________________________________________ 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1983 

1983 was a turning point for Balga. This was the club's third season in the old Second 
Division (First Division as it would be known today).  Reg Davis become coach, and the club 
signed former state players Ray Ilott and Steven Sceats.  Balga also got its long awaited 
fence to enclose the ground, it needed this to have a chance of playing in the top division of 
WA. 

Balga started the season with a 0-0 draw with promotion favourites Bayswater Inter. Four 
loses in a row after that put the club near the drop zone, before Balga beat Morley-
Windmills 2-1 for their first win of the year.  Windmills had just been relegated from the top 
flight the previous season and were determined to going straight back up.  The black and 
greens then went on to be undefeated in their next five games before a mid-season slump 
ended any chance of promotion, with the team finishing in eight position. 

The Under 18's impressed again, by finishing runners up in the league for the third year in a 
row and runners up in the D'Orsogna Cup. 

Squad: I. Philip, B. Callaghan, M. McKinley, R. Tickner, T. Davies, P. Everitt, S. Sceats, K. Thomas, A. 

Fenton, R. Ilott, I. McPherson, J. Jones, T. Burke, D. Cooper, R. Davis (Coach). 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


