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AUSTRALIA CUP – ROUND FOUR 

     Saturday 23rd April, 2022 

    BALGA vs Ballajura AFC 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Hello and welcome back to Princess Road for our special Australia Cup                                                     
game this Anzac Day weekend. Whilst enjoying the football please                                               
remember those who served and those that paid the ultimate price for                                                  
war. Lest we forget. 

Today we welcome two local clubs to our home with the first two games against Olympic 
Kingsway before the main game against Ballajura AFC in the Australian Cup.  These games 
will be a test for all and we look forward to good football and competition. Despite the 
ongoing restrictions regarding Covid you are all welcome to come into the clubrooms after 
each game and enjoy the company of each other. Our canteen of course is available as 
always as is our well stocked bar. 

This week is the first of five consecutive home games for Balga and we look forward to 
putting on some good displays and results over this time. 

It almost feels like the season has just started with these games and the juniors back on the 
pitch from next weekend. We look forward to 2022 with great vigour and expectations of 
another year of progress as the club looks to become the club of choice within the city of 
Perth. 

Tomorrow both our masters’ teams are in action in their cup games also and all are looking 
forward to the new year ahead. Any over 35 year old looking to play some football with 
mates is very welcome to come training each Thursday evening here from 6.30pm.   

Our women have a day off tomorrow but have started the season well with a draw and a 
win from their first two games and are looking to rebuild our women’s teams into 
something special again. 

Best wishes to you all this afternoon regardless of the results we hope you enjoy your visit 
to Balga the home of Fee Free Football for all juniors. 

 

Go the Black N Green!! 

Jacob Aufdemkampe 
Match Day Program Editor 
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OUR GUESTS 
 

Ballajura AFC was founded in 1992, with the aim of fielding junior                                                          

teams in time for the 1993 season. The club’s first home ground was                                                                    

at Green Park, in Alexander Heights.  

Soon after the club moved to the newly established Kingfisher Park, which included brand 

new canteen and clubroom facilities.  

In 1996, Ballajura fielded senior teams for the first time, and the club entered the Third 

Division of the Amateur League.  The team finished in a respectable seventh position.  1997 

faired even better, with the club winning Division Three and losing only three games along 

the way.  

In 1998, the team were now in the Amateur Second Division, and the newly promoted team 

surprised many buy finishing in sixth spot. The club stayed around mid-table for the next 

few seasons, until promotion was won at the end of the 2002 season. 

Ballajura stayed in Division One for the next three seasons, until relegation found itself back 

into Division Two by 2006. The club continued between the two divisions for the next 

several years. In 2011, Ballajura applied for entry into the new State League Division Two for 

the 2012 season, however their application was rejected by Football West.  

In 2020, the team found themselves in Division Three for the first time since 1997, however 

their stay there would be short lived. Finishing sixth in 2021 was good enough for promotion 

back to Division Two, due to a number of clubs in higher divisions withdrawing from the 

amateur competition.  
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS BALLAJURA AFC 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga and Ballajura AFC first met on the 2nd April, 2000 in the Amateur Cup at Kingfisher 

Park, with Balga winning 2-1.  The first occasion in the league between the two clubs was 

four years later, when both teams were in the Amateur First Division, this time Ballajura 

won 5-1.  

Ballajura would then go on a winning streak against the black and greens, winning the 

fixture six times in a row, before Balga finally won at home in 2013 by 1-0.  The last 

competitive fixture between the teams was in September, 2013. When Balga ran out 3-1 

winners. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

Hello friends, fans and guests 
 
We welcome our guests from Ballajura AFC. The FFA Cup in Round 4 is a                                                          
massive game, and we know that the team from the Amateur Division Two                                                                         
will deliver a fight to block our way into the Round of 16. 
 
After a heavy injury for our main goalie, Tim Rossi, whom we all wish a quick                                                   
recovery after his head injury in the game against Shamrock Rovers, our last                                                                 
year’s goalie and assistant coach Carlos Bervenotti is back in goal. Our team is highly motivated and 
slowly players are returning from sickness and injuries. We expect Karl Maluga with his first 
appearance since our Cup victory in Round 3. On top, Meng Chroek will be back from Cambodia.  
 
Even when we did not get the points we calculated for from the first 4 games in the league, we have 
many players who are delivering as expected or better. Ben Wantee with 4 goals in 2 games is the 
improvement of the squad we were looking for and our 18-year-old youngster Taban Lado brings the 
energy and competition into the squad the coaching team analysed during the 3 months of pre-
season.    
 
But what would a cup fight be without our fans and spectators? At Princess Road, we want to build a 
fortress and deliver the attacking football our fans enjoy most. Being prepared for a 90-minute-
battle or 120 minutes of an epic Cup fight always includes the support of our fans, who deliver the 
last 5% the team needs to reach their best performance. A win against Ballajura will require our best 
performance, which includes all our staff, coaching team, fans, and players.  
 
 
Let’s get to the next round! 
 

Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach 
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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FROM THE COACH – UNDER 18’S 

 

Welcome to our supporters and to Olympic Kingsway 18s for this Cup                                         
fixture. 
 
Results have continued to be disappointing for our 18s but I thought that                                                       
our performance and attitude in our last game showed improvement. We have continued to 
lack continuity of personnel as we give opportunities to new players, but I believe we are 
getting closer to knowing what our best match day squad is. We are competitive for large 
parts of games but continue to leak soft goals while not being clinical enough in front of goal 
ourselves. These are obviously all things we are working on. For a variety of reasons we 
have had different personnel in defence for each game so far and it is obviously hard to 
build consistency in such an environment. Going forward, establishing a settled defence will 
be a priority and I think will greatly help us to improve our results. 
 
As a new coach at Balga I would like to thank everyone at the club who has been so 
welcoming. We are all committed to improving on-field results while maintaining the 
community spirit of the club. 
 
Today's opponents Olympic Kingsway are top of the State League Division 1 which would 
suggest this will be a tough game. But this is the Cup and I can assure you that we will be 
trying as hard as we can to create an upset. 
 
We greatly appreciate your support and please continue to get behind the lads. 

 
Gary Norden 
Balga Under 18’s Coach 
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DIVISION TWO TABLES  

First Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserves 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under 18's 
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ROUND FOUR REVIEW 

KINGSLEY WESTSIDE VS BALGA 

Kingsley Westside remain second in the league after a nine-goal thriller against 

Balga at Flinders Park. “Talk about a game of two halves,” Kingsley coach 

Steven Dimitrovich said. “The first half was all Balga and a missed penalty by 

them at halftime proved to be the difference in the end had they scored that 

5-2 at half time, it would’ve been hard to come back from. A tactical change at 

the break made the difference as we scored three goals in eight minutes to win 

the game really proud of the lads’ character, they showed second half to get 

the points but not so good on my nerves.” Balga were ahead on 12 minutes 

with Jack Valentine scoring, but the hosts levelled sixty seconds later, Darren 

O’Riordan side footing home after good build up play. 

But a quick-fire brace from Ben Wantee made it 3-1, but a penalty from Joseph 

Allsopp, after Camron Bishop was brought, made it 3-2. Wantee completed his 

hat-trick six minutes from time, and they had a perfect opportunity to make it 

five on the stroke of half time but Craig Hollingsworth missed from the spot. 

But Kingsley were back in the game early in the second half, Darren O’Riordan 

chased down a ball, cut inside and played it back to Bishop, who finished 

neatly. It was 4-4 moments later, O’Riordan lobbing the Balga keeper after 

they failed to clear their lines. Then on 53 minutes the hosts won it, Jonny 

Hulme’s corner was turned home by Kieron Salmon. 
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Australia Cup Preview – www.footballwa.net 

The league takes a break this weekend, with the Australia Cup WA fourth round taking centre stage. There will be 16 ties 

across the weekend, with some intriguing games as NPLWA sides take on lower opposition, and our ‘Match of the Round’ 

takes us to Francis Street on Saturday, as Division Two side Swan United welcome Gwelup Croatia. (All games kick off at 

3.00pm, unless stated) Gwelup are still searching for their first win in the NPLWA, and are coming off a loss at home 

against Inglewood United, while the Swans won for the first time this season, with a comprehensive 3-0 win against 

Joondalup City. The two sides met at the same stage, and venue in last season’s FFA Cup, with Gwelup running out 3-0 

winners. Hasani Sinclair headed home the opener for the visitors from a corner on the half hour, before Jon Stynes 

converted from the spot seven minutes later to double their lead. Stynes added the third early in the second half to seal 

the tie. 

There is a number of NPLWA teams who will face tough away games, as we all know in cup games, anything can happen. 

Armadale take the short trip to Walter Padbury Reserve, to take on Gosnells City. The Reds won for the first time in 

midweek against Balcatta, while Gosnells beat Canning, their first win of the season. Marc Anthony’s side caused an upset 

in the last round, with Scott Pereira’s goal giving them a 1-0 win at Olympic Kingsway.  

Inglewood United head north to take on Joondalup City at the Iluka Sports Complex. Joondalup coach Brad Haywood said 

they are looking forward to the challenge, and hopefully they can cause another cup upset on Saturday. “Inglewood are 

going to be very tough opponents this weekend, however they have been on the receiving end of a shock upset recently,” 

he explained. “They were beaten by Division Two side Balga 3-1 in round 5 of the 2019 FFA Cup, so while a considerable 

task not an impossible one if we stick to our game plan, back each other and grind. Anything can happen over 90 minutes, 

we just need a little magic of the cup.” 

In other game on Saturday, Perth SC host Rockingham City at Dorrien Gardens, while there are two all NPLWA ties, with 

Perth RedStar taking on Sorrento in a local derby at the RedStar Arena and Stirling Macedonia host traditional rivals Floreat 

Athena at Macedonia Park (7.00pm). Murdoch University Melville entertain South West Phoenix at Besteam Stadium, 

while Kingsley Westside travel to Edinburgh Oval to meet Curtin University, Forrestfield United welcome Joondalup United 

to Hartfield Park. (5.00pm) while Mandurah City host UWA Nedlands, who they beat in the league on Saturday at the same 

venue, in all Division One ties, while Balga host Amateur League side Ballajura at Princess Road Reserve. (2.45pm) 

On Sunday, Bayswater City also play Division Two opposition, when they head northto take on Wanneroo City.  Balcatta 

face the trickiest tie, when they take on newly-promoted Amateur Premier Division side Emerald FC at Fraser Park. 

(1.00pm) Balcatta are coming off a big loss at Armadale in midweek, while the hosts are undefeated in the league, and are 

coming off a win against Maddington White City last week, and coach Shane O’Donovan said they are relishing playing 

Premier League opposition. “We are looking forward to it. It will be a big test playing a team from the NPL but we go into 

every game with the belief that we can win,” he explained. “We know it will be a tough task but we are ready for that. It 

will be a great day for everyone involved with the club, even more so if we cause an upset and keep this cup run going.” In 

the other games on Sunday, Quinns entertain Western Knights at Gumblossom Park (5.00pm), while Perth AFC welcome 

NPLWA side Cockburn City to Len Packham Reserve on Sunday. In the final game of the round, Amateur side South Perth 

United host Ashfield at Challenger Reserve on Monday afternoon (3.00pm) 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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2019 FFA CUP – ROUND FOUR 

State League Division Two side Balga caused the upset of the round, when they beat NPL-

WA side Inglewood United 3-1 at Perth Plasterboard Centre Stadium.  

Balga were ahead on 26 minutes when Hermon Michael made a darting run towards the 

Inglewood goal, his shot rebounded to Kris Spaseski who made no mistake from close-range. 

It was 2-0 two minutes later, Dejan Andric received the ball from midfield, and raced 

towards goal and calmly finished into the bottom right hand corner. Inglewood had to dig 

deep and they reduced the margin on 37 minutes, a free kick picked out defender Mark 

Barnett who headed home. Balga kept up the pressure on Inglewood in the second half, and 

scored the winner when a corner found defender Danny Cain, who headed into an empty 

net. Balga winning 3-1 with a major upset, as Inglewood last lost to lower league opposition 

in the knockout cup in 1985, when Kalamunda from the old Fourth Division caused one of 

the biggest upsets in cup history. “It’s a huge day for the club,” Balga coach Aleks Vrteski 

said. “We went into the game with no fear, but we had a respect for Inglewood they are a 

big club in WA and have been a heavy hitter lately. So this result is a testament to the 

players giving me a total buy in into the change in system we have been working on over the 

last month, and this has impacted results in our first couple of games however is starting to 

bare the fruits.” 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


