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AUSTRALIA CUP – ROUND FIVE 

     Tuesday 17th May, 2022 

    BALGA vs Stirling Macedonia 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Good evening and welcome to tonight’s Australia Cup “home” game                                       
against NPL club Stirling Macedonia. A club we last played in a competitive                                           
fixture way back in 1993.  Due to a lack of floodlights at Princess Road                                                                                                        
Reserve, we have had to switch the venue to Macedonia Park. 

Our first team have had a mix start to the season, currently seventh in Division Two and 
tonight will prove to be our biggest test of the season so far, meeting a strong Macedonia 
side who are currently sitting in third place in the NPL. 

With a late surge of interest in junior players wanting to play at Balga we could use extra 
coaches to handle these players who want to play, anyone interested please contact Ken. All 
assistance will be given and training is Tuesday and Thursday 5pm to 6pm. 

Last week we enjoyed a BBQ with the juniors and special guests Anne Aly who is running for 
the Federal seat of Cowan which includes the Balga area and her State counterpart in 
Meredith Hamat. Anne was very impressed with the Clubs Fee Free Football program and all 
the enthusiastic people she met that evening. Anne Aly has said she will be happy to 
support the Club through various funds in the future should she be in a position to do so.  

The Hyundai car raffle is back again this year and tickets should be available from the end of 
this month. This is one very seriously good source of income for our club as every cent 
comes to us for sales from club members. Online sales are already available through the link 
on our Facebook page. 

Looking forward to a good evening of football and friendship. We hope to see you all back at 
Princess Road Reserve for our next home game against Gosnells City on Saturday. 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
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OUR OPPONENTS 

Stirling Macedonia Football Club was formed in 1958 as                                                                 
"Macedonia Soccer Club". Jim Siderov was the first president, while                                                     
Tom Tolev was secretary and Phil Tsalev was treasurer. 

The club's first season in senior football was in 1960, when they joined the Western 
Australian Soccer Football Association. The club started the season in Division Three, 
however in July eight clubs playing in the top flight broke away to form their own league. All 
the teams staying loyal to the Association had their leagues re-started and Macedonia were 
moved up into Division Two. In a short seven game season, the club finished in sixth place in 
the eight team league. 

By the 1980’s, the club became one of the strongest clubs in Western Australia. Winning the 
championship three times in a row from 1983 to 1985, followed by a runners-up position in 
1986 to again win the title in 1987. The club continued to dominate most of the 1990’s, and 
won the state championship in 1994 and 1995. 

In 1995, the Junior Soccer Association forced all clubs to remove their ethnic names. It was 
decided to register the name "Stirling Lions" for the juniors to play under, however the 
seniors would remain as Stirling Macedonia. 

Peter Paraskov became coach in 1998 and the glory years looked well and truly behind 
them. Another difficult season saw the team end up in tenth from twelve clubs. 

In 1999 it was decided to re-name the senior part of the club as the same as their juniors, 
and they would now play under the Stirling Lions banner. Rick Slade became senior coach 
and the Stirling Lions finished ninth. 

During that summer, the Lions were controversially relegated. Not on the field, but off it 
due to a dispute with the governing body. It meant for the first time in twenty seasons, the 
club would not be playing in the top flight. Don Evans became President and led the charge 
to get them straight back where they belonged. Alan Armstrong became coach, and after a 
difficult start, the Lions finished runners-up and only just missed out on promotion by one 
point!  

More heartbreak was to follow in 2001 with Wayne Thorpe at the helm, again the club lost 
the title by one point and were denied going up. All was to change in 2002, Basil Lenzo was 
appointed first team coach and he guided them to a great season. It went to the very last 
game away to Morley-Windmills. All the Lions needed was a draw, and that is exactly what 
they got and with it the First Division title and promotion back to the Premier League. 
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Stirling Lions were back with the elite in 2003, however the jump back up proved difficult 
and the team finished last. But fortunately there was to be no relegation that season. 

It wasn't until the arrival of Mike Lyons during the 2005 season did the club once again 
become a power in WA football. In his first full season in 2006, the Lions had a great year. 
Firstly finishing runners-up in the league, their best performance in the top flight for a 
decade. Plus then winning the Cup after beating Swan IC on penalties. Their cup success was 
repeated in 2007, this time beating Cockburn City, again in a penalty shoot-out! 

After top half finishes over the next few years, Lyons handed over the reigns to Paul Lincoln 
in 2010 where the club finished third overall after the championship finals. Doug Hesketh 
took over during the following season and by 2013 he assembled a team that were one of 
the best in the state. They finished on top by four points, but due to competition rules at the 
time, the state championship was decided by a top five play-off system. The Lions lost 4-1 to 
Bayswater City in the Major Semi-final before defeating defending champions Sorrento 3-1 
at Macedonia Park in the Preliminary Final. 

The Grand Final was played at the Litis Stadium in front of a big crowd against Bayswater. 
The Lions were chasing their first state championship since 1996, but it wasn't to be, with 
Bayswater winning 2-1 and holding up the Premier League trophy for the first time. 

Stirling Lions just missed out on a place in the finals in 2014 under Gary Williams, but they 
did reach the Cup final but lost 2-0 to Bayswater. This did mean they went onto play in the 
round of thirty-two national FFA Cup competition, where they met A-League champions 
Brisbane Roar at the Western Australian Athletics Stadium, but they lost 4-0. 

Rob Milevski took over the following year and mid-table finishes resulted over the next few 
season before a ninth place finish in 2018 with Keegan Ashley at the helm. 

2019 would be a difficult year for the club. Trevor Morgan became coach during the season, 
but he couldn't save them from bottom place and relegation that resulted. 

Milevski returned in 2020, but in the COVID-19 effected season, the Stirling Lions ended up 

in seventh spot.  

In 2021, the Stirling Lions were re-named back to the old name of the club, Stirling 

Macedonia. Ian Ferguson became the new coach after his move from Quinns FC, and it 

came with instant success. He led the club to the Division One title, and Macedonia were 

back in the big time.  
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS STIRLING MACEDONIA 
 

 

 

 

 

Balga and Stirling Macedonia have met on seven occasions. With Macedonia winning all 

seven. The very first time was in the top flight back in 1985 at Inglewood when Maccies 

easily won 5-0, with goals from Jim Davies, Ronnie Campbell (2), Frank Clark and Neil Blunt. 

The return game later in the year was a tighter affair, but Macedonia still won 2-0. 

In 1986 Macedonia Park had just opened, and Balga ventured there by losing by the odd 

goal, Steve Whitehead making the difference with two goals for the home side, with Colin 

Lester getting Balga’s only goal. It was a five goal thriller back at Princess Road Reserve in 

the return leg. Macedonia needed to win to have a slim chance of winning four titles in a 

row, but Balga made it hard for them. Maccies just came out on top 3-2, with Frank Bate (2) 

and Alan Pottier on the score sheet, with Balga’s George Rimpas and John “Bomber” 

Saunders scoring theirs.  

1987 would be the last time both clubs would be in the same league. The opening game saw 

Stirling Macedonia easily win 4-1, but it was Balga’s Tom Burke that opened the scoring 

after just twenty seconds. But soon after the home side took control, with Frank Bate (2), 

John Hunter and Frank Clark finding the net. The game at Balga was a closer match, but 

Macedonia still got the points with the help of an own goal and Frank Bate, while George 

Rimpas scored for the black and greens. 

In 1993, both clubs were drawn together in the Round of Sixteen “state” D'orsogna Cup at 

Macedonia Park. The home side were flying high, and were leaders in the Premier League, 

while Balga were struggling at the foot of the fourteen team First Division. However, Balga 

almost took out the shock of the round, taking an early lead and almost doubling it soon 

after. In the second half, Stirling Macedonia, coached by Willie Kelly, tried desperately to get 

a goal to draw level, but Balga’s player coach and keeper Don Mann made some great saves. 

However, two late goals saw Macedonia win 2-1 to make it into the next round. After 

twenty-nine long years, the clubs meet again tonight. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

Hello friends, fans and guests 

Our cup game in Stirling against Stirling Macedonia was a home game                                                                       

but we are invited to use Macedonia Park on tonight. Stirling                                                                

Macedonia as the top-favourite to win the National Premier League is a                                                  

good draw, because we have nothing to lose, only to win.  

After two clear wins in our last cup rounds it was clear that the path into the round of 

sixteen was leading us towards a massive opponent. So we drew Stirling Macedonia, who 

were just promoted into the NPL from Division 1 and have massively invested to make a 

very good squad. 

Our coaching team is looking forward to a fantastic performance from our team, which had 

to deal with multiple injuries, sicknesses and absences during the start of the season, but 

now can not wait to prove a point against the top team in Western Australia. The boys are 

highly motivated and will use the bigger stage to show their talent. 

Even when we gave away our home advantage, we hope to be supported by many of our 

fans, friends and family, who use the opportunity to watch us in the hope of a sensation. 

Let’s get the win! 

Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach 
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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DIVISION TWO TABLES 

First Team 
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NPL-WA TABLE 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Black & Green 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BALGA CUP HISTORY 

Our first success in the cup was in 1975, when we won the Amateur Cup. The following year our 
reserves also went all the way.  
 
Our first venture into the D'Orsogna (State) Cup was in 1976 while we were an Amateur Premier 
side. We shocked Saturday side Cockburn United 7-1, before getting thrashed by cup holders 
Morley-Windmills in the next round. 
 
Our best ever run in the State Cup was in 1980. As a third tier club, we defeated second tier 
Bassendean Caledonian 1-0 in the first round, then beating Amateur side Belmont 4-2, with the 
shock of the year being the 2-1 home win over top flight side East Fremantle Tricolore. In the 
quarter-finals Balga met another Premier side in North Perth Croatia, and just went down by 1-0 to 
miss out on a semi-final place. 
 
In 1981 Balga shocked Forrestfield United (who went on to finish 2nd in the Premier League) by 2-1 
before going out in the following round to Perth Azzurri. In 1983 our Under 18's would go on to 
make the final, but lose 3-2 to Gosnells City, while in 1986 our Reserves would go down in a tight cup 
final against Inglewood Kiev, losing the match 3-2. 
 
Our next highlight against higher opposition for our first team in the cup was in 1993. Even though 
we lost the game, we pushed Premier League heavyweights Stirling Macedonia all the way, being in 
front 1-0 for most of the game. Two late goals for Macedonia got them through to the next round.  
In 1996 as a third tier club Balga defeated a strong Dianella White Eagles.  
 
In 1998 we were forced to go back to the Amateur competition, which meant we were back in the 

Amateur Cup. Our best run after that period was when the club made it to the quarter-finals in 2002 

before going down to Fremantle United 3-2.  Our Masters team had cup success in 2000 when they 

won the trophy, and finished runners-up two years later. 

Our next major highlight was in 2019, when we defeated NPL-WA club Inglewood United 3-1 away 

from home. But only two years later, we lost to Northern City 4-3 from the Amateur League. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


