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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 

     Saturday 25th June, 2022 

    BALGA vs Wanneroo City 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Good afternoon and welcome back again to Princess Road for today's derby                                                                    
game against Wanneroo. Like ourselves Wanneroo would have wished for a                                            
better start to their campaign and currently find themselves looking to improve                                                   
in the second half of the year. Games between our sides are always good value                                                         
for spectators and today should be no different. The Reserves team will be looking to follow on from 
last week's great result with another strong performance today and the 18’s continue to improve 
each week but have not yet got the results their efforts deserve.  
 

The club continues to grow off the field and many exciting things are planned for the coming 
year with the new verandah, reverse cycle air-conditioning and the improved floodlighting 
of four pitches all in the pipeline. To continue this momentum we are always seeking new 
people to come on board, whether it be as coaches, administrators or function planners. If 
you have an interest, please talk to any of the current board members about how you could 
become involved. 
 
The Hyundai car raffle is in full swing now and it was great to see the car at the club last 
week for everyone to see. Tickets are available in book form or you can buy online by 
following the links at www.balgasc.com or in the email members received this week. 
Looking forward to a great afternoon of football and fun.  
 
See you in the Canteen or bar. 
 
 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
 
 
 



Black & Green 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

  

OUR GUESTS 
Wanneroo City Soccer Club was formed in 1976 as "Wanneroo Soccer Club". The                                                                            

club applied to join the Amateur Soccer Association that season, and were granted                                                                      

entry into the old Third Division (now known as Amateur Division Two) and finished in third place. Their first 

home ground was on Scenic Drive in Wanneroo. 

1977 saw them promoted into the second tier of the amateurs, however they had a difficult year, finishing 

eleventh and were relegated back to the Third Division for 1978. During that season, the club applied to join 

the old Fourth Division of the semi-professional Soccer Federation of Western Australia competition, and were 

successful in their application. 

Wanneroo had a great debut year in the Fourth Division in 1979. The club was now based at the playing 

grounds of the Wanneroo Primary School at Church Street. Under coach Bobby Gordon, the first team won the 

league and Top Four Cup and were promoted to the old Third Division. By 1984, the club were in the old 

Second Division before being relegated again after the 1985 season. 

In 1987, the City of Wanneroo found a new home for the club, which included full change room and club room 

facilities. It was at Kingsway Sporting Complex, just opposite of the home of Kingsway Olympic.  

1989 would see the club back to the second tier after a three season absence but there were changes off the 

pitch. The new name of the club would now be "Wanneroo British" with the colours changing to white shirts 

and blue shorts, to represent the cultural heritage of the club. On the field the club had a difficult year, 

finishing tenth from fourteen teams. 

John Brown became the new coach in 1990, which saw the league numbers expand to sixteen clubs. The team 

was mid-table for most of the year, finishing in ninth. 1991 would see one of the club's best ever seasons. Tony 

Bayliss winning the league's player of the season, and team winning the championship. This usually would have 

meant promotion to the top flight of WA football. However, the administration of the sport was in turmoil, 

which lead to a break away league of the top clubs during that year. 

The club were back in what is now known as Division Two by 1995, which saw a number of players leave the 

club. Wanneroo British ended up in eighth place in the twelve team league. In 1996 the club decided to 

remove "British" from their name to once again be known as Wanneroo City. The season was a mixed bag, 

with the club ending up fourth in the eight team Second Division. 

In 1997, the now governing body Soccer West Coast decided to abolish the Second Division and merge it with 

an expanded Division One. The team had a good season, winning sixteen from twenty-eight games and 

finishing sixth from fifteen teams. Frank Malone was the new coach in 1998, and the team did well to finish 

fifth. They qualified for the brand new Top Five Cup that year, and made it all the way to the Grand Final 

before losing 2-1 to Rockingham City. 

1999 saw another great season, this time Wanneroo ended up in third, however the 2000 season started a 

downward trend, with the club finishing seventh. In 2001, Wanneroo ended up in an overall position of 

twelfth, while 2002 was even worse. The team finished bottom of the seventeen club league with only three 

wins. That summer, Wanneroo City were in talks with neighbour Perth City who shared with Kingsway Olympic 

just across the road. It was decided both clubs would merge to form "The City Soccer Club" to be based at the 

home ground of Wanneroo. 
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The new "The City Soccer Club" walked onto the field in 2003. Stuart Currie became the new club's coach, 

while the blue and gold of Perth City became the official colours. It was to be a difficult start to the season, but 

the team had a late rally to finish tenth in the sixteen team league. 

The club once again became known as Wanneroo City in 2004, however the blue and gold colours continued as 

did coach Currie. It was to be a much improved season, with Wanneroo finishing runners-up to Armadale in 

the league. In 2005, the team went one better to easily win the championship and only losing one game in the 

process. They also returned to their traditional red and white colours. 

2006 saw history occur, with Wanneroo City playing their first ever season in the WA Premier League. Currie 

who took them there, resigned as coach, with Gerry McEwan taking over. It was always going to be a difficult 

season. Jamie Goodman became coach mid-season and he helped them avoid relegation to finish third from 

bottom. 

A number of players left prior to the 2007 season, and the club was up against it from the beginning.  Mike 

Brazil took over from Goodman during the year, but he could not save them from the dreaded drop, with the 

team only winning one league game. 

It was back to Division One football in 2008, and Gerry McEwan returned as coach. Under McEwan, Wanneroo 

became one of the most consistent teams in the league over the next several years. They were third in 2008, 

runners-up in 2009, while finishing third in 2010 and 2011. David Tough was the new boss in 2012 and he also 

led them to third place. In the process they also made the Night Series Lower Division Final in 2009 and 2011, 

but lost on both occasions. It was to be Wanneroo City's year in 2013, under David Tough the team became 

the strongest in the league. They won the championship by three points on the last day of the league season. 

The Under 18's also won the league title and won the State Cup by beating Gosnells City 2-0 in the final. The 

cap of a great  season the Reserves finished runners-up in their league. 

On any other occasion, the club would have been promoted back to the Premier League. However, the new 

NPL-WA was to commence in 2014, and as a result there was to be no automatic promotion. After this success 

many players left the club, and the team struggled. They finished bottom of Division One in 2014 with only 

eleven points. 

For the first time in nineteen years, Wanneroo were back in the Second Division. Nathan Chapman resigned as 

coach during pre-season, with Matt Debarro taking over. His brought in a number of quality players to lead the 

team to fourth. Debarro left to join Swan in 2016 and many of the better players left to join him. Lee Ryan 

became the new first team coach, however it was to be a hard season, with the club ending up second from 

bottom, but still easily avoided the drop into the Amateur League. 

After flirting with relegation the previous year, it was Tim Kantor's job as new coach to improve the team. He 

signed a number of quality players and got them into the promotion play-offs but failed to make the final in 

both 2017 and 2018. 

2019 didn't go as well as the two previous years, but the club still had a good season. Kantor resigned later in 

the season, with Jesse Bridgman taking the helm. He guided the club to sixth place. 

Bridgman continued as coach in 2020 to finished third overall in the COVID-19 effected season, while the club 

just missed out on a play-off place in 2021. 

 



Black & Green 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

 

PREVIOUS GAMES VS WANNEROO CITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Windmills have won on six  
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

Hello friends, fans and guests, 
 
We welcome our guests from Wanneroo City. Our neighbours started the                                       
season with high expectations but are currently second last of the league. In                                                               
our away game in April we showed one of our weakest performances and                                                                   
finished 3:3, so the team wants to pick up the points now! 
 
Last week we played against Morley and ended 1:1 with a late finish in extra time to save one point. 
Unsurprisingly, Morley showed a lot of quality, but the second half showed that our team is not only 
equal to one of the best squads in the league but can dominate them over 90 minutes. It was a pity 
that we did not reward ourselves with the last kick of the game, Sam Losondo showing his quality in 
free kicks and the goalie performing the save of his lifetime. 
 
The training week was brilliant and the team is visibly motivated by the arrival of our new 
goalkeeper, Felix Burdzik, who is still waiting for international clearance from Germany. It was good 
to see that Jimmy Taban and Taban Lada returned to the team after a week’s break due to injury. 
Both players will give the coaches more options, especially as Amos Gama needs a break after he 
sacrificed himself with minor injuries during the last weeks for the team. Last but not least, it was 
good to see the return of the Weldo Teskete, who showed his quality by putting the penalty in the 
back of the net against Morley. 
 
We will make sure that Princess Road will see a very competitive game today, because that is what 
derbies are for! Consequently, we expect a great performance and three points to make Balga SC 
stay competitive in our big target to reach the top four of the league! 
 
 
Let’s go Balga! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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DIVISION TWO - ROUND THIRTEEN PREVIEW 

Two of the form teams of the State League Division Two meet on our ‘Match of the Round’ when 

fifth placed Joondalup City host league leaders Carramar Shamrock Rovers at the Iluka Sports 

Complex. Rovers sit four points clear at the top of the table after last week's win at Canning City, 

while Joondalup continued their seven-game unbeaten run, but were held to a draw by Wanneroo, 

so with both teams in form, this one should be a cracker. 

Joondalup are fifth, after a good run of form, but they have lost momentum with two draws, and 

Louis Carlish said they are on the right track. “Of course, we are disappointed to not pick up all three 

points, but it’s still a point gained, and we move on,” he said. “We know that we can play better and 

we know we will have to be better if we are to get more from this weekend’s game against the 

leaders.” 

Carlish said they are playing some good football, and will need to be at their best against Rovers, but 

is confident they can get a positive result. “We have a really good side and the run we are on shows 

that. It’s a really together unit and we know on our day we can beat anyone so hopefully we can 

keep that run going,” he explained. “It will be a really good test on Saturday, hats off to them they 

are where they are for a reason, but we know if we can turn up, we can be really competitive. It’s 

going to be an exciting game so we are looking forward to it.” 

Rovers Ger Fitzgerald, missed the game last week with covid, but said he was getting constant 

updates from the ground, and it was a good three points against a side who are on the improve. “It 

was a great win alright, Canning isn’t an easy place to go, so delighted the boys won and got the 

three points,” he said. “Hopefully we can keep up our good form and continue to push for 

promotion, but there is a long way to go and every team is beating each, so there are no easy 

games.” 

They sit four points clear at the top of the table, as they search for promotion to Division One for the 

first time since 2016, and Fitzgerald said there is still a long way to go. “It has been a solid first half of 

the season, but anything can happen and there are still plenty games left,” he said. “Gerry keeps 

pushing us and the effort and intensity everyone puts in at training and games has been brilliant. 

Hopefully we will be there or there abouts come the end of the season, but it’s a very tight league 

and lots of other teams pushing for promotion as well.” 

In other games this weekend, second placed Gosnells City make the trip to Francis Street to take on 

Swan United, while third placed Curtin University welcome Morley-Windmills to Edinburgh Oval. 

Balga host Wanneroo City at Princess Road Reserve, while there is a huge game at the Ashfield 

Arena, as Ashfield host South West Phoenix, in a relegation six-pointer. The final game is on Sunday, 

as Kingsley Westside will look to build on their win against Swan last week, when they travel to 

Willetton Reserve on Sunday to take on Canning City. (2.00pm) 

www.footballwa.net 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1990 

Eddie Hodgkinson took over as coach in 1990.  With the help of a few new players, Balga had an improved 

season in the expanded 16 team State League First Division and easily avoided relegation by 21 points. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


