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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 

     Saturday 3rd September, 2022 

    BALGA vs South West Phoenix 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 
Welcome one and all to our last game of 2022 here at Princess Road. 

A special welcome to our guests from South West Phoenix who have travelled                                                    
today from Bunbury for their last State League game for a while ( As long as the                                            
winners of the Amateur Premier league are accepting promotion). This has been a long season for 
them and we wish them well in the future and safe travels home after today’s games. 

Our first team have had a good season whilst once again falling so close to being in the promotion 
positions. For the second half of the season we are currently 2nd in the ladder behind Gosnells the 
Div.2 Champions whom we drew with 1-1 on Tuesday this week. This has been a very good squad 
throughout the year and holds us in good stead for the future if we all stick together. Already we 
have moved to strengthen our off field presence and really look forward to the future with 
confidence under the continued guidance of Gerhard. 

The reserves team have been really inconsistent with some really good wins against strong 
opposition and then performing way below the standard needed in our league. We look forward to 
consolidating for next year with this squad. The U18’s have shown good improvement all year and 
are now a competitive side in the league and will be looking to going out with a win today and to 
commence work to strengthen the squad next season with Adiel agreeing to continue to guide our 
young players for the next season. 

We ask everyone to return their sold Hyundai Raffle books ASAP. You will find us here at the Club 
each Thursday evening for the next month as we prepare for our Senior Windup celebration here on 
Saturday 29th October. This night is always a great night with plenty of food and laughter to end our 
year. Details available at the bar or with any committee person. 

Our juniors play their last games tomorrow and the following Sunday have their end of season party 
here from 12 noon to 3pm on the following Sunday 11th September. We look forward to another 
great year of Fee Free Football next year and will continue throughout the summer with our 
Thursday kick arounds for all those interested. With the expected growth for next year, going by the 
constant requests to join the Club, we will require several new people to come on board as coaches 
and or managers for the increase in teams that we will field next season, especially in the girls’ only 
leagues. See Ken or Alex for details. 

Finally before we leave we must pay tribute to our many wonderful sponsors that you see 
throughout this publication. Without them we could not continue to lead Australia by offering Fee 
Free Football to ALL our junior players up to 18 years old.  We urge every one of you to support 
these wonderful companies whenever you can. 

Enjoy this day and join us in the journey with the Balga family. 

Go the Black N greens!!! 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
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The South West Phoenix Football Club was founded in 2001 after a series of meetings was 

held canvassing the idea of forming a combined regional club representing the south-west 

based regional teams of Western Australia. The new club applied to join the Soccer West 

Coast First Division for the 2001 season. 

South West Phoenix is a totally new club, but is not the first side from the Bunbury region to 

play semi-professional football against metropolitan teams.  

Bunbury City Soccer Club joined the Soccer Federation of WA in 1979 and played in the old 

Fourth Division, with their home venue being the Bunbury Recreational Ground. They were 

the first regional club ever to join the semi-professional leagues. Bunbury had a great 

season, just missing out on promotion by finishing third behind Wanneroo and Balga. 

Bunbury City striker Stephen Rogers was the highest goal scorer in the league, who netted 

26 times. 

Bunbury City went from strength to strength the following year by winning the Fourth 

Division and earning promotion to become a consistent performer in the Third Division (now 

known as Division Two) in the early 1980’s. However things started to fall apart in 1987 

when Bunbury were back in the Fourth Division after being relegated the previous season. 

The club failed to field two teams for most of the season and it was decided to withdraw 

from semi-professional football. 

Most thought this would be the end of the Bunbury representation in the metropolitan 

leagues, however in 1994 Bunbury United entered the old Third Division and had a great 

season finishing fourth in their first season. Bunbury United had been a strong club for many 

years in the local south west league and WAASSA under their old name of Bunbury 

Tricolore. The club finished second the following season to grain promotion to the newly re-

named First Division and surprised many to form a partnership with the Ashfield Soccer Club 

to play as Ashfield/Bunbury in 1996. The merger was rewarded when the club won the First 

Division two years later to play in the Premier League in 1999. 
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The club finished 10th in the Premier League in their first season in the top flight but were 

then relegated in 2000 before the partnership with Ashfield broke down. Bunbury United 

decided to completely withdraw from the league and would compete only in their local 

south-west competition. It was then decided to a form a new club to represent all south-

west teams for the 2001 season, which was South West Phoenix. 

Phoenix had a good season in 2001 under coach Joe Kelly and finished 6th. Jimmy Mayers 

took over for the next three seasons and got them as high as 4th in 2004.  

From 2007 to 2011, the club was a force in Division One, finishing in the top four each year, 

and claiming the championship under coach Nigel Wilcox in 2011. 

The first season in the Premier League in 2012, Phoenix finished 9th before improving to 7th 

in 2013. The club were then controversial not chosen to joined the new NPL-WA in 2014, 

and were forced to play Division One football.  

In 2019, South West Phoenix chose to withdraw from the league, but would resurface in the 

Amatuer League Premier Division in 2020. It had a difficult season in the first year as an 

Amateur club, but the following season under Nick Carter, Phoenix were Amateur 

champions and promoted back to the State League. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS SOUTH WEST PHOENIX 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga and South West Phoenix have only played each other once, and that was down at 

Bunbury this season with Balga winning 1-0. 

Balga have played Bunbury United in the 1990’s five times and have also met in a D'orsogna 

Cup game back in 1987. Balga was a top flight club back then, while Bunbury City were in 

the old Fourth Division. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

Hello friends, fans and guests, 
 
We welcome our guests from South West Phoenix. Despite the fact that our                                                       
guests are relegated back into the Amateur League after the season, we want                                                                
to show our highest respect for a good team and a wonderful club. Our trip                                                                      
to Bunbury with our bus was one of the highlights of the year and the hospitality                                   
of Phoenix is second to none. We hope you promote to the State League as soon as possible. 
 
The last weeks were a great experience, and our Balga Boys are second on the ladder for the second 
half of the season, only conceding 6 goals in 10 games. After our victories against Curtin and 
Ashfield, we drew against the Champions in Gosnells and therefore we have only theoretical chances 
to qualify for the promotion games via position 4.  
 
But the squad showed quality and heart during the last weeks, and today is our 5th game in 14 days. 
With the integration of new players in the first half of the season, we did not collect enough points 
to receive the reward our young team deserves. We will try everything possible to keep the squad 
together and already 14 players who were asked to continue to stay in the club have agreed to play 
in black and green for Balga SC in 2023. 
 
A big thank you has to go to Carlos who was planned to be “only” the assistant coach to organise the 
transition from last year’s goalie into his next career as coach. But due to an injury, Carlos went back 
into the goal and saved the team like always. The club is proud that Carlos is bringing his fantastic 
character and knowledge into our Junior department from 2023 onwards and I am sure he will lay 
the foundation for an even better future of Balga SC junior football. I am thankful that I have the 
chance to continue the project in 2023. With Kamando Sikazwe the club found a new assistant coach 
for me, next to Jan Jungstedt and Geof Green, who both continue their work as team managers. 
 
So now we want to finish the league in style, present our best football in our last game of the season 
and present our fans and supporters the performance they can demand from our boys every week – 
enthusiasm, discipline, and power in an organised tactical system. Let us sing the Balga song so that 
Princess Road is dancing! 
 
Let’s go Balga! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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 DIVISION TWO TABLES  

First Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserves 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under 18's 
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LEAGUE TABLES 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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Balga were in the State League Second Division in 1995.  Peter Andrews 

returned to the club ten years after he left to help push for honours.  However 

even though the club improved and finished mid table in the expanded 12 

team league, it never got close to a promotion place. 

The 1995 Balga State League squad that season included Kevin Pope, John 

Coulter, Darren Cooper, Ken Smith, Dave Thomas, Tom Bradshaw, Luke 

Doodekorte, Nick Giagastino, Frank Tsvallis, Gary James, Peter Andrews, 

Steven Jones and Anthony Banham.  Glyn James was coach and Pete Duggan 

was the team manager. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


