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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

I would like to welcome the management, players and supporters from Carramar Shamrock 
Rovers Football Club for today’s games. We last met Shamrock at their ground on the last 
day of the 2021 season, which ended in a 1-1 draw. 

I would also like to welcome all the new players and coaches that have joined our great 
club, we hope you have an enjoyable time. Gary Norden is our new Under 18’s coach, who 
has been coaching for many years in the south-west region, while Richard Mante is in his 
second spell back coaching the Balga Reserves. Welcome guys. Also our goal keeper from 
last year, Carlos Bervenotti Filho, has stepped up to become assistant coach of our first 
team, along with Jan Jungstedt who was with us in 2021. We are also very happy that 
Gerhard Janssen is once again our senior coach. Good luck to everyone. 

It’s been a mixed start for our State League teams over the past few weeks. Our first team 
started off with a good 8-3 win over Riverside Christian in the Australia Cup, we now 
progress to play Amateur League club Ballajura AFC in the next round in two weeks.  We lost 
5-0 to league favourites Morley-Windmills in our opening league game, and last week we 
had to settle for a 3-3 draw away to Wanneroo City, even though we had our chances to win 
it! 

Our Reserves and Under 18’s have had a difficult start to the season, however with new 
squads for both, and with our new coaches, we are sure results will not be far away. 

To everyone from our very hard working club President Ken Shorto, the committee, Julie at 
the bar, our canteen helpers and everyone involved in our juniors, women’s and masters 
teams, thanks for all you do and making it all happen! 

Also a big thanks to our new and exisiting sponsors of the club in 2022. They are all listed in 
this program, please support them when you can, as they support the Balga Soccer Club. 

Enjoy today's three games, and we hope to see everyone inside the clubrooms afterwards. 

 

Jacob Aufdemkampe 
Match Day Program Editor 
 
 



Black & Green 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

  

OUR GUESTS 
Carramar Shamrock Rovers Football Club are one of the "newest" clubs in Western Australia.                                                       

Having only formed in 2020 after a merger between Shamrock Rovers Perth and Carramar FC. 

Shamrock Rovers Perth was founded in 1984, and it took its name from the Dublin club that plays                                                                    

in the League of Ireland. It also gave WA's Irish community a team to call their own. 

Shamrock Rovers began life in what would today be called the Amateur Third Division in their                                                               

first year as a club. Shamrock made an immediate impact on the local scene, winning successive                                                           

promotions and reaching the Amateur Premier Division a few years later. 

After establishing itself in the top echelon of amateur football, Rovers reached new heights during the 1990's. After the 

disappointment of cup final defeats in 1993 and 1995, the club built on its reputation in the following years and claimed its 

first Amateur Premier Division title in 1996. Coached by Mick Murray, the team contained the likes of Matt Day, Jon Craik, 

Johnny Allen and Phil Foulkes. The 1997 season was to prove even more impressive as Shamrock became the first club to 

achieve the amateur league and cup double. 

While Shamrock continued to be one of the powerhouses of amateur football, the club seemed to just fail to reach its 

previous heights in the following years. However, Rovers’ climb back to the top did not take long. In 2004 coach Nik Silsby 

put together an impressive squad, built around players who had grown up at the club such as Eddie Schuller, Mark Kelly, 

the Brooks brothers (Wayne, Glenn and Sean), Keith and Stephen Roche and Mickey Murray. The team swept all before 

them but after points were deducted due to a controversial ruling over former professional Donal O’Brien, it took a victory 

to on the last day to secure the title. 2005 saw Rovers finish third, but were champions again in 2007 after a remarkable 

play-off title final against rivals Fremantle United. In 2009 under coach Glynn Shaw, the club finished runners-up and made 

it all the way to the Quarter-Finals of the State Cup, losing an epic game against top flight club Inglewood United 4-3. 

In 2010, Paul McCue once again became coach, and like three years earlier, the hoops were champions again. Just like after 

winning the 2007 title, Shamrock were once again offered promotion to the State League. After deciding against it three 

years earlier, this time the hoops accepted. In 2011, the Shamrock Rovers were in the big time, State League Division One 

football for the first time in their history, and they weren't there just to make up the numbers. It was a great debut season, 

finishing in fourth position. 

Rovers continued to finish in the top half of the table, but 2014 under coach John O’Reilly was to be their year. The hoops 

only lost three games to claim the Division One title. Normally promotion to the Premier League would have followed, 

however due to the formation of the NPL-WA that season, there was to be no relegation or promotion. After claiming 

fourth spot in 2015, things started to go downhill. A number of experience players left the club as did coach John O’Reilly. 

Shamrock ended the 2016 in last spot and were relegated. 2017 fared no better  in Division Two and the club once again 

struggled, and finished in a relegation position again. 

Wembley Downs as Amateur League Champions were offered promotion, however after much debate Wembley Downs 

decided to stay where they were and Shamrock were to remain in the State League. 

In 2018, there was an improvement under coach Gerry McEwan, the hoops finished in eight position and well clear of 

relegation, another eighth spot followed again in 2019. 

After the 2019 season, Shamrock were in talks with Carramar FC for a possible merger. A merger would benefit both clubs, 

as Shamrock had no juniors, while Carramar would have a State League pathway for their future stars. In the end both 

clubs agreed to join together, and Carramar Shamrock Rovers was born. Their first season as merged club, in a COVID 

impacted season, Shamrock won both Division Two and the Top Four Cup.
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS SHAMROCK ROVERS 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

Hello friends, fans and guests 
 
We welcome our guests from Caramar Shamrock Rovers. The current table                                                     
toppers will bring their green and white colours to our Princess Road. 
 
Firstly I am great full that Balga SC gave me the chance to continue my work                                                              
for a second season and give me the opportunity to develop last years young                                                   
squad into a competitive team. New talents joined us and 14 players from last                                                       
years squad stayed with the club which is an indicator that our team structure worked. Secondly, 
with Carlos Bervenotti Filho – our last year’s goalie - we added a second assistant coach to the 
coaching team next to Jan Jungstedt, who continues in his job. 
 
The start of the season was not satisfying for the team - even when we reached the next round in 
the Cup – in the league we expected more than a clear loss against Morley-Windlills and a 3:3 draw 
against Wanneroo City. The players know that we expect more from them to stay competitive in the 
league. 
 
With Henry Wilkinson-Derums, Sam Losondo, Ben Wantee and Craig Hollingsworth the club added 
quality and experience to the squad and made the existing squad more flexible. Unfortunately we 
had through injuries and COVID no continuity in our set up, which we hope to create over the next 
weeks. The coaching team is working tireless on the tactical improvement of the team. 
 
Today we expect our first home game and a performance which will electrify our supporters. The 
fans who push us at home are fantastic and deserve the first win of the year. Against an experienced 
team today we need the excitement to be carried by the members and the fans. 
 
Let’s get the win! 

Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach 
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FROM THE COACH – UNDER 18’S 

As a new coach to Balga, this is my first report. As a brief introduction I am                                                 
originally from London and moved to Perth last year after 18 years in                                                     
Dunsborough. I have coached at Dunsborough and Busselton City Fc for 16 years                                                    
from ages 6 to adult. In recent years I focused on U18s both for Busselton and                                                         
the LNJSA (local association) winning many competitions in the process. 
 
While results for the 18’s have not been what we wanted in the first two weeks, there are both 
reasons for this and room for optimism for the future. Our squad has seen a big influx of new players 
in the past two weeks and we now have around 25 registered players. While I am delighted that so 
many new players are being attracted to our team from other clubs, I haven't had much time to 
work with most of them.  
 
Over the first two games I have tried to provide opportunities for as many players as possible so that 
I can assess them. 21 players have played in those first two games as I undertake this process of 
assessment and ultimately look to trim the squad. In the short term it is hard to forge a team 
identity with so many changes but in the longer term I am sure we will benefit from this process. So, 
we are probably a few weeks behind where other clubs might be at this stage. 
 
On the pitch our performances have been competitive for long periods of games but silly mistakes 
and defending set-pieces have hurt us. Again, these are issues that can occur with so many player 
changes and I would expect both areas to improve going forward. I welcome our opponents today 
and hope that our team can give our supporters an excellent performance as we seek our first win of 
the season. 

 
Gary Norden 
Balga Under 18’s Coach 
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ROUND ONE REVIEW 

WANNEROO CITY VS BALGA 

Both Wanneroo City and Balga had the settle for a point, after a 3-3 draw away 

from home. “After our team went down twice the boys showed a great team 

spirit and came back playing good football,” Balga coach Gerhard Janssen 

explained. “When we scored to make it 3-2, we could have extended the lead 

but Wanneroo never gave up and equalised. At the end we could thank our 

excellent goalie that we could take one point home to Princess Road.” The 

hosts were ahead on five minutes, Nathan Scully sent clear and lobbed the on-

coming keeper. But after half time Balga levelled, with John Lahai scoring from 

a tight angle five minutes in. But Wanneroo regained the lead four minutes 

later, Scully volleying home. 

 

But Balga weren’t finished, and Bleron Mamudi fired home a free kick from the 

edge of the box just after the hour to restore parity, and hit the front moments 

later, new signing Ben Wantee scoring. But Wanneroo lifted and levelled things 

up again on 70 minutes, a cross into the box found Scully who headed home to 

complete his hat-trick. The hosts pressed late but Balga keeper Timothy Rossi 

made a couple of great saves, so both sides shared the spoils. “Overall, the 

game was quite comfortable, but to score three goals and not come away with 

the three points is very disappointing,” Wanneroo coach Jesse Bridgeman said.  
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Division Two Preview – www.footballwa.net 

Ashfield were relegated from Division One last season, but they are determined to bounce straight back this season, but 

it’s been a tough start to Greg Hart’s sides campaign, with covid hitting last week’s game against South West Phoenix. But 

they return home on Saturday as they host Morley-Windmills at the acclaimed Catering Arena, in our ‘Match of the Round’. 

Morley were beaten at home by Curtin University last week, their first defeat of the season, so both sides need points in 

this one. The last time they met at the venue was on round 14 in 2018, with the hosts winning 4-2. 

Ashfield skipper James Sammut said the draw in the opening round against Gosnells City was well-deserved, but to miss 

out last week was disappointing. “The game against Gosnells was a tough game and they’re a good side, but I thought after 

90 minutes a draw was a fair result and a good round one hit out,” he said. “Disappointing not to be able to play round 

two, the lads just want to play competitive football after a long preseason, although it’s the times we are in at the moment 

and it has and will interrupt a number of games this season. We need to move on from that pretty quickly and look 

towards a tough game against Morley this week.” 

Windmills have been busy in the transfer market and Antony Benetti has a talented squad, so the loss last week against 

Curtin was disappointing, but skipper Danny O’Shea said they had their chances to win it. “Obviously the result wasn’t the 

one we were after on the weekend and it was a tough pill to swallow,” he said. “As a group we showed great fight to get 

the game back level after conceding three avoidable goals and I felt we were the better team for the best part of the 90 

minutes, but unfortunately it wasn’t to be on the day. There’s a lot to take from a game like that and as a group I have no 

doubt we’ll bounce back from it.” 

In other games this weekend, Curtin University entertain Wanneroo City at Edinburgh Oval, while the unbeaten Carramar 

Shamrock Rovers travel to Princess Park Reserve to take on Balga. The Swan United and Canning City fixture has been 

called off due to COVID, as has the Gosnells City vs South West Phoenix match. 

Joondalup City take on Kingsley Westside at the Iluka Sports Complex. These sides had very different results last weekend, 

Kingsley maintaining their unbeaten start to the season, while Joondalup were beaten at Shamrock, so Brad Haywood’s 

side will be looking to turn things around this week. Kingsley scored five against Canning last week and kept a clean sheet 

which pleased keeper Paul Rainford, but he said it was a good all-round team performance. “Yes, it was great to get our 

first win of the season at our temporary home Flinders Park, and we took a 2-0 lead going in at half time,” he said. “But 

knew we had to kill the game off early in the second half to avoid a repeat of the Swan game. Canning had their chances 

but we managed to hold firm and see the game out.” 

Rainford is well aware Joondalup will be disappointed in last week’s result and is expecting them to be desperate on 

Saturday, but he’s keen to keep their good form going. “I am looking forward to playing Joondalup City, we had two tough 

games against them last year and I expect the same this weekend,” the keeper said. “They had some decent results in pre-

season so we will need to be defensively strong again and take our chances when they come.” 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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BALGA JUNIORS 

Our Balga juniors had the honour of playing a friendly game during half-time at the recent Perth 

Glory match at HBF Park. Here are some pictures below. Well done kids! 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


