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     Saturday 30th April, 2022 
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FROM THE EDITOR 

 

I would like to welcome the management, players and supporters from Swan United 
Football Club for today’s games. The last time we met Swan was back in 2019, where both 
clubs were battling for the last play-off place near the end of the season. Swan managed to 
make it in, and ended up winning the promotion final! 

Last week our first team met Ballajura AFC in the Australia Cup, we won 2-0 and to be fair it 
should have been a lot more. We now progress to Round Five of the competition, which we 
have drawn NPL-WA club Stirling Macedonia. We came out of the hat as the “home” side. 
However, the next round of the cup will all be played mid-week, and due to the lack of 
proper floodlights for games at our ground (something we are working strongly to fix with 
the council), we will not be able to play the game at home. The fixture is due to be played 
between the 17th and 19th May. We will let our supporters know when and where the game 
will be played as soon as it is known. 

Well done on our Reserves last week against Division One side Olympic Kingsway. After the 
big loss we suffered the week before in the league, the team battled hard and only lost 2-1, 
and with a bit more luck could have taken the game to penalties. The Under 18’s against the 
same club also did well in the first half against a strong team, but fell away in the second 
half.  

On Thursday night, we had the pleasure of federal MP for Cowan Anne Aly coming down to 
the club. The meeting with Anne was well received by all the parents and volunteers. Anne 
was impressed and looks to establish a good working relationship with a very significant 
sporting club in her electorate. 

With the season in full swing from our juniors to our women’s, masters and senior teams, 
we would like to thank everyone for making it happen, and don’t forget to support our 
sponsors listed in this program. 

Enjoy today's three games, and we hope to see everyone inside the clubrooms afterwards. 

 

Jacob Aufdemkampe 
Match Day Program Editor 
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OUR GUESTS 
 

Swan IC was formed in late 1984 and played its first season in the                                                     
amateur ranks in 1985 at Jack Mann Oval.  In 1986 the club joined                                                               
the Saturday competition for the first time and played in the old Fourth                                                
Division, before moving to the Swan Italian Club in 1987.  The club played in the Fourth 
Division for four seasons, before getting promoted when they finished runners-up in 1989.   

In 1990 Swan were in the Third Division (now known as State League Division Two) and 
finished sixth before earning promotion by finishing runners-up the following season. Swan 
gained promotion to the top flight after another runners-up place in Division One in 1993. 

By 1994 Swan IC were in the big league, and many top players joined the club, including 
state player and proven goal scorer Peter Murphy. Swan finished fifth in 1994 followed by 
fourth position in 1995.  Apart from two seasons in 1998 and 1999 the club were in the top 
flight until relegation at the end of the 2010 season.  Swan's biggest highlight of this era was 
when they took out the State Cup in 2003 and 2004. 

The club changed their name to Swan United in 2008, following a merger between Swan IC 
and the Swan Districts Junior Soccer Association. 

Swan United almost went straight back up the top flight in 2011, but finished in second 
position. The black and whites then suffered a further relegation at the end of 2015 to find 
themselves back in Division Two for the first time since 1991. 

Matt Debarro took over in 2016 and took them to sixth. During the next two years, the club 
made the promotion play-offs, but couldn’t go all the way. In 2019 under coach Paul Dundo, 
Swan finished fourth to again make the play-offs. This time they made no mistake, winning 
the final 5-2 over two legs against Murdoch University Melville to return to Division One. 

Several players that took them to promotion left over the summer, and Swan United had a 
difficult first year back into Division One to finish 11th overall in the COVID impacted season, 
however there was no relegation. 

Dan Evans took over in 2021, and with the addition of several new faces, the team won two 
more games than the previous season, but again ended up in 11th place. The club were 
forced into the relegation/promotion play-offs with Division Two sides.  After beating 
Kingsley Westside in the semi-finals, the black and whites had hopes of staying up. However, 
it wasn’t to be. It was a repeat of the 2019 final, however this time Murdoch University 
Melville won 4-1 over two legs, and Swan United were relegated back to Division Two.  
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS SWAN UNITED 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga have met Swan United in the league ten times, with Balga winning only twice.  The first 

matches were during the 1993 First Division season when the club was known as Swan IC.  Swan 

played their first ever game in Division One against Balga here at Princess Road Reserve when they 

beat us 2-1 in the opening game of the 1993 season. The return game was at the Swan Italian Club in 

July, and Swan ran out easy 3-0 winners. Swan IC went onto finish runners-up in 1993 behind 

Dianella Serbia, and gained promotion to the Premier League, while Balga were relegated to Division 

Two for the first time since 1980. 

Until 2016, Balga and Swan IC/United have been in different divisions, with Swan spending most of 

their time in the top flight, and Balga for the most part were in the lowest division of the Saturday 

competition or in the Amateurs.  After 23 years, both Balga and Swan United met each other in the 

league again in 2016, with the game at Princess Road Reserve being a 3-3 thriller, followed by Swan 

winning 2-1 in the return game. 

 The clubs did meet in the D'Orsogna Cup Second Round on Anzac Day in 1994, where Swan 

was at home and then in the top flight and ran out easy 8-0 winners, with Peter Murphy 

scoring most of their goals. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

Hello friends, fans and guests 
 
We welcome our guests from Swan United. After relegation from Division One                                                                              
our guest bring a strong team to our Princess Road, which will be keen to make                                                   
up for the loss against Gosnells on Wednesday. 
 
Our 2:0 Cup win against Ballajura pushed us through to the next Round, where                                                                    
we will host Stirling Macedonia. A game which showed us where we have to improve and that the 
squad is capable to play attacking and entertaining football. 
 
Our Coaching Team had a great week of training with the boys and everybody could feel how good it 
is to train after a deserved victory. The legs are quicker and every move is a little bit sharper. It is 
good to see that players returned from injury and Covid so that we have more alternatives to select 
from. 
 
Today we expect our first home victory in the league and a performance which will electrify our 
supporters. We hope that the fans return to Princess Road and that they push our young team 
through the 90 minutes. 
 
Let’s get the win! 
 

Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach 
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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FROM THE COACH – UNDER 18’S 

Welcome to Swan 18s and to our supporters. 
 
Drawing one of the top teams in State League Division 1 was not the                                                       
ideal Cup fixture for us last week. Taking the positives from the result; we                                                  
scored 2 goals against a side that had only conceded one goal in 3 league                                              
games; we also gave debuts to two young players. At least 11 (I'm losing count!) players 
have debuted for Balga FC this season in our team and at a time when many clubs are 
struggling to attract sufficient numbers, we can see this as a positive. 
 
Our last league game saw an improvement in our performance and it should be noted that 
so far we have only played teams in the top half of the table. There is clearly a big gap 
between the top teams and those in the bottom half but it is up to us to try to narrow that 
gap. 
 
Individually I would like to congratulate Solomon Biwot, Will Data, Eric Ndambira and 
Roland Zathang for their consistently high standards of performance. 
 
Yours in Football 

 
Gary Norden 
Balga Under 18’s Coach 
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DIVISION TWO TABLES  

First Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserves 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under 18's 
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AUSTRALIA CUP - ROUND FOUR REVIEW 

It was a busy weekend of Australia Cup action, and last season’s winners Floreat Athena 

have bowed out after losing 3-2 against Stirling Macedonia at Macedonia Park on Saturday 

evening while last season’s runners-up Perth RedStar, were also knocked out, after a 3-1 

defeat against local rivals Sorrento at the Redstar Arena.  

Armadale had to come from behind to progress in a ten-goal thriller against Gosnells City, 

eventually running out 7-3 winners at Walter Padbury Reserve. Inglewood United had to 

fight hard, before eventually beating Joondalup City 2-0 at the Iluka Sports Complex. In 

other Saturday games, Balga ended the run of amateur club Ballajura, with a 2-0 win at 

Princess Road Reserve. The hosts opened the scoring on 25 minutes, Dieudonne Said getting 

on the end of a cross from Ben Wantee. Bleron Mamudi made it 2-0 just after the half hour, 

firing home from close-range after a goalmouth scramble. Doubles from Paul Zimarino and 

Ethan Banks, and others to Jeles Teles, Hasani Sinclair and Fanuel Dawit secured Perth SC a 

7-0 win against Rockingham City at Dorrien Gardens. 

Gwelup Croatia were made to work hard in the Swan Valley, before winning 2-0 against 

Swan United at Francis Street, with goals from Jordan Pokler and Jason Petrie. A brace from 

Christos Vaenas and another to Feisal Zaw saw Murdoch University Melville beat South 

West Phoenix 3-0 at Besteam Stadium. Mandurah City made it back-to-back wins against 

UWA Nedlands, after a 4-0 win at Genesiscare Stadium. The final game on Saturday was a 

seven-goal thriller, with Kingsley Westside edging out Curtin University 4-3 at Edinburgh 

Oval.  

On Sunday, we saw one of the biggest upsets in WA football for a number of years, with 

Amateur Premier Division side Emerald FC beating NPLWA Men’s side Balcatta 2-1 at Fraser 

Park.  

In other games on Sunday Cockburn City beat amateur side Perth AFC 5-0 at Len Packham 

Reserve. Ashfield had to work hard to beat amateur side South Perth United 1-0 at the 

Acclaimed Catering Arena, with Israel Tan scoring the only goal six minutes from time. A ten-

man Bayswater City moved into the next round with a 6-0 win against Wanneroo City.In the 

final game Western Knights beat Quinns 2-1 at Gumblossom Park.  
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Division Two Preview – www.footballwa.net 

 

After last week’s cup round, we head into Week Five of the state League Division Two, and our 

‘Match of the Round’ takes us to Walter Padbury Reserve as Gosnells City welcome Morley-

Windmills. (All game kick off at 3.00pm, unless stated) Both sides are coming off wins in the last 

round, Gosnells winning the local derby against Canning City, while Morley returned to the winner’s 

circle after a win against South West Phoenix.  

The round starts on Friday evening, when third placed Curtin University hosts second placed Kingsley 

Westside at Edinburgh Oval (8.30pm). Meanwhile on Saturday Ashfield welcome league leaders 

Carramar Shamrock Rovers to the Acclaimed Catering Arena, while Joondalup City entertain Canning 

City, who are still searching for their first point of the season, at the Iluka Sports Complex. South 

West Phoenix will also be looking for their first points of the season when they host Wanneroo City 

at Hay Park in Bunbury, while in the final game Swan United head to Princess Road Reserve to take 

on Balga. 

Swan won for the first time this season in round four beating Joondalup City, while Balga came home 

from Kingsley empty-handed after a nine-goal thriller, and Liam Kessel said they deserved more from 

the game, and are looking to bounce back on Saturday. “It was definitely a game of two halves, I 

thought we were in a deserved lead going into half time, and could've had more than four goals,” he 

said. 

“But after the break Kingsley showed their class and experience to get on top of us early in the 

second half, it was certainly a match for the neutrals, but we take away many positives from the 

match. We are eager to get our first three points on the board, and the boys have really worked hard 

the last couple weeks, we know we have four home games on the trot and are aiming for four wins, 

starting with Swan United.” 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1994 

1994 was a rebuilding year for Balga. For the second year in succession, nearly all of the first 

team players left the club, this time to join ex-coach Don Mann at Stirling Vasto. Following 

the successful 1992 season, most of the senior players left to join Inglewood Kiev. 

Glyn James took over as coach for the first time, and Darren Cooper who was with the club 

in 1985, returned in goal. It was also Balga's first season outside of the top two divisions in 

fourteen years. Balga did well to finish in seventh position considering that the club lost 

many of its players. The 3-0 win against Stirling Vasto on the 27th August was particularly 

sweet for all at the club. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


