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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 

     Saturday 7th May, 2022 

    BALGA vs Canning City 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
Good afternoon and welcome back to Balga for another home game for us. Today                                                               
we welcome the Canning City Football Club to our home for another important                                                   
round of fixtures as we look to build momentum in our quest for a top place in the                                       
League. 
 
Canning have not started the season as well as they would like but will always give a good account of 
themselves and we expect three tough games today as usual. Following our first team’s great result 
against Swan IC last week, our boys are keen to continue that form and our U18’s and reserves 
teams are looking to carry on from good performances last week also. 
 
These are exciting times at Balga and on Tuesday 14th May we are playing in the 5th round of the 
Australia Cup against Stirling Macedonia at Macedonia Park. This is a great night for us to showcase 
the talent at Balga against one of the best teams in Perth at this time. Hope to see many of you 
there to support the boys from Balga. This should have been a home game for us but our lights do 
not meet the required standard for a fixture as this. We are second in line for new lights from the 
City of Stirling and we look forward to a couple of years’ time when we will have four pitches fully lit 
for training and playing. 
 
Another great step forward this week when we placed an order for the brand new Veto 2 video 
camera system with full backup and streaming capabilities. This should be arriving in June and will 
bring us into the best position possible for all teams at Balga to be able to view and review their 
games. 
 
All these improvements come at a cost of course and none of this would be possible without the 
great support we receive form all our sponsors. We urge you as always to get to know these great 
companies and use their services whenever possible. 
 
Lastly, a word on our junior section. Over the past three weeks, since COVID restrictions have been 
totally lifted, we have had a large influx of kids who want to play here at Balga. This has meant the 
possibility of us adding up to three new teams for the 2022 season. The only thing missing is 
coaches/Managers to look after these players on Tuesday and Thursday from 5pm and Sunday 
mornings for games. We seek players and or family members who would like to be involved in this 
very important part of our Club. Full assistance and training is available to all junior coaches and is a 
very regarding way to give back to the game for the enjoyment you receive from playing the world 
game. 
 
We trust you all enjoy the games today. 
 
Go the Black N Greens!! 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
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OUR GUESTS 
Canning City Football Club was formed in 1972 as Canning Corinthian, and entered the                                                                               

semi-professional league in 1973 when it joined the old Third Division (now known as                                                                                  

Division Two) in 1973, where the club finished in eight place. Just one year later, the club                                                                           

won the championship under coach John Reilly and were promoted to the old Second                                                                          

Division for the 1977 season. The club found it difficult, and never managed to get above seventh place for the next seven 

years before finding themselves relegated after the 1983 season. 1984 fared no better, even                                                                     

in a lower league, the club were relegated again, this time to the old Fourth Division. They stayed there for four seasons. 

1988 was a turning point for the club, they finished runners-up and won promotion back to the old Third Division. Then in 

1991, with Bob Braid as coach the club won the league title and were promoted back to the second tier of WA Football for 

the first time since 1983. 

After the 1992 season, the club were in talks with nearby Melville Alemannia, who were based at John Connell Reserve in 

Leeming. A merger took place, and the new club was to be called Melville Corinthian, and took the field in what would now 

be known as Division One. The junior section of Canning Corinthian decided to stay separate and continue on as a junior 

club only. In 1995, the junior club name was changed to Canning Cosmos. Melville Corinthian continued to play at John 

Connell Reserve, and changed their name to Leeming Strikers in 1997. 

In 2000, Canning Cosmos was one of the biggest junior clubs in Western Australia, and the committee decided to bring 

back seniors to the club, and applied to re-join the semi-professional competition. Their application was accepted, and they 

would join the First Division in 2001 under the new name of Canning City with Harry Long as coach. Ironically they would 

be in the same league as Leeming Strikers. With a very young squad of players, the club struggled in its first seasons back in 

the league before they managed to finish third in 2004. The club flirted with relegation in 2005 before jumping back to fifth 

in 2006. 

Canning City entered the 2008 season as one of the Division One favourites, and under coach Frank Longstaff they didn't 

disappoint. They easily won the league, and become the first club in the history of the First Division to go undefeated. 

The club were in the Premier League for the first time in 2009. Their first ever top flight game was at home to Perth SC, 

where they lost 5-1. However, the club ended up up having a good start to the season, winning five of their first ten games, 

and looked good enough to stay up. The second half of the season was a different story, the club lost many games by the 

odd goal and found themselves relegated. 

Life back in Division One was a struggle at first, but under co-coaches Paul Van Dongen and Michael Van Dongen, Canning 

finished third in 2013 and sixth in 2014. Club legend Paul Oliver took over in 2015 and 2016 with respectable league 

positions. Peter Lord became coach in 2017, however the club struggled, and were relegated. 

Canning were in Division Two in 2018, and found the going tough. The club finished tenth, followed by last place and 

relegation in 2019. The club would have been relegated to the Amateur Premier Division, however due to withdrawal of 

South West Phoenix, Canning applied to re-join Division Two, and their application was successful. 

Chris Finlayson became the new coach in 2020, and brought in new players which led to a big improvement on the pitch. 

Finaylson resigned after the 2021 season, with Jude Peppin being appointed the new boss. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS CANNING CITY 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 was the first time both Balga and Canning City played each other since 1983, when both clubs 

were in what today would be called State League Division One. Canning City was known as Canning 

Corinthian at the time.  

Overall, the clubs have met on fourteen occasions in the league, with Balga winning nine 

times and there have been four draws. Canning won their first ever game against Balga in 

2020. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

 
Hello friends, fans and guests 
 
We welcome our guests from Canning City. As a club with a great tradition Canning City is an 
important part of our football culture. Last year we could win both games in two hard fought battles. 
 
Our last weeks win against Swan United with 3:1 (2:1) was our first victory of the season in the 
League. Not only did our boys dominate the game but kept their cool when Swan with tow red cards 
try to implement more heat in a well controlled performance. 
 
Our Coaching Team is very positive, because more players returned to team training, including our 
last years playmaker Weldu Tesfit after a 8 month injury break. We hope to see Weldu back on 
Saturday soon. The seasons were performed with great intensity which justifies that we look 
forwards to today’s game with great expectations. 
 
Today we expect another home victory in the league. The next step for our team is to bring the last 
weeks 45 minute performance over 90 minutes and transfer the training impression to our fans and 
supporters. 
 
Let’s get the win! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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FROM THE COACH – UNDER 18’S 

 
Following a heart-breaking last minute loss last week, our team should be                                                
fired up for today's game. We totally dominated the game vs Swan last                                                   
week, playing some very attractive football in the process. But our                                                 
finishing let us down while Swan scored from their only three shots on                                            
target. No surprise that we have been spending considerable time on finishing in training 
this week. 
 
We continue to give opportunities to new and young players. Last week U16 striker Dino 
Gasanin made a goal-scoring debut for us. Fellow U16 Pascal Cirhuza, a defender, also put in 
an exceptional performance in our defence and has shown in his two games for us that he is 
a player to watch in the years ahead. 
 
Eric Ndambira had another exceptional game against Swan while Alejandro Riano had his 
best game of the season as he controlled our attack in the Number 10 role. 
 
While our performances have improved week on week, today is a day where me must 
convert a good performance into a win. Being more clinical in our finishing and playing hard 
until the final whistle will be our focus for today. 

 
Gary Norden 
Balga Under 18’s Coach 
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DIVISION TWO TABLES  
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DIVISION TWO - ROUND FIVE REVIEW 

Morley-Windmills stop and start season continued after they were well beaten by Gosnells 

City 5-2 in our State League Division Two Walter Padbury Reserve.  The round began on 

Friday evening with Curtin University and Kingsley Westside fighting out a 1-1 draw at 

Edinburgh Oval. League leaders Carramar Shamrock Rovers maintain their perfect start to 

the season beating Ashfield 4-1 at the Acclaimed Catering Arena.  

Balga won for the first time this season after seeing off Swan United 3-1 at Princess Road 

Reserve. “After only one point out off the last three games with nine goals scored, we had 

to be a little bit more careful. We controlled the game at all time. After the 2-0 lead we 

faced 15 minutes of pressure from Swan. But in all phases of the game, we could have 

scored more goals, and we really finished the game off well,” Balga coach Gerhard Janssen 

explained. “It was crucial for the young team to get the first victory of the season, and after 

going through the next round of the cup, we now constantly built a better structure of 

confidence.” 

Balga were ahead on 24 minutes, Ben Wantee won the ball on the edge of the box, his 

powerful shot was parried by Swan keeper Jordan Jones, but Bleron Mamudi was quickest 

to the rebound to tap the ball home. They doubled their lead two minutes later, Dieudonne 

Said shot was saved by Jones, but again Mamudi there for the easy tap in again. Swan got 

one back nine minutes later, with Jake Fritchley scoring. But in the final minute of the half 

William Franklin was given two quick yellow cards from referee Sailota Phiri and was sent 

off. It went from bad to worse for Swan when they were reduced to nine men after Faustin 

Machochi was also sent off, and Balga wrapped up the points ten minutes from time. Martin 

Gorong’s pass sent Taban Lado clear, and he finished well. “The game against Swan was 

hard fought, we came out the blocks well putting lots of pressure on in their final third 

getting two tap-ins after being saved by the keeper,” Balga’s Liam Kessel said. “Swan going 

to ten men in the first half changed the game for us tactically, as we tried to manage the 

game and secure our first three points. We controlled the second half and another rash 

challenge led them down to nine players leaving them quite vulnerable, but they kept 

pushing.” 

Wanneroo City were again involved in a 3-3 draw, their fourth of the season after South 

West Phoenix scored late to secure a point at Hay Park. While, in the final game Canning 

City opened their account for the season after beating Joondalup City 1-0 at the Iluka Sports 

Complex. The only goal of the game came 17 minutes from time, with Cameron Hewitt 

scoring. 
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Division Two Preview – www.footballwa.net 

 

It’s week six of the State League Division Two, and our ‘Match of the Round’ takes us to the Swan 

Italian Club, Francis Street, with Swan United hosting Curtin University. (All games kick off at 3.00pm, 

unless stated) The hosts have been decimated with injuries and covid, and had two players sent off 

last week in their 1-3 loss at Balga, while Curtin lost ground on the leaders after a 1-1 draw against 

Kingsley Westside. The last time the sides met at the venue was in round 12 in 2019, when the sides 

fought out a 0-0 draw. 

United coach Dan Evans said last week’s defeat was disappointing, but he was proud of how his 

players went about their business, in a tight game. “I thought we started slowly against Balga, but 

the way we battled with 10 and then nine men was a testament to the boys work rate,” he 

explained. “Personally, I felt the send offs were harsh, in what wasn’t really a game with any malice.” 

Evans said Covid and injuries are part and parcel of football these days, but he thought the 

youngsters who have come in have done well, and will learn a great deal, but wins are what they are 

after. “The young lads have done well performance wise but the league is about accumulation of 

points,” he said. “So, we have to turn some of these performances into more consistent 

performances if we want to get results and move up the table.” 

In other games this round Kingsley Westside welcome Ashfield to Flinders Park, while Gosnells City 

head north to take on Joondalup City at the Iluka Sports Complex. Canning City and Balga will both 

look for back-to-back wins when they meet at Princess Road Reserve, while league leaders Carramar 

Shamrock Rovers will look to continue their winning start to the season, when they host South West 

Phoenix at Grandis Park. Phoenix head coach Nick Carter is overseas, and Oakey said his 

replacement didn’t last long, but he said they are prepared for a big game at Rovers, as they look to 

kick start their season. “Our assistant coach Gareth Johnston took control in the absents of Nick, but 

we lost him for a week due to Covid as soon as Nick left. He’s back now, but unfortunately, it’s 

another distraction we’ve had to deal with but the lads have just got on with it,” the keeper 

explained. 

“We know Saturday is a tough game as Shamrock are in a fine patch of form, so we will be trying our 

best to stop their momentum. We’ve had some good battles with Shamrock over the years in 

Division One, so we know it will be a physical battle but one we are up for.” The game between 

Wanneroo City and Morley-Windmills has been postponed. 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1983 

1983 was a turning point for Balga. This was the club's third season in the old Second 
Division (First Division as it would be known today).  Reg Davis become coach, and the club 
signed former state players Ray Ilott and Steven Sceats.  Balga also got its long awaited 
fence to enclose the ground, it needed this to have a chance of playing in the top division of 
WA. 

Balga started the season with a 0-0 draw with promotion favourites Bayswater Inter. Four 
loses in a row after that put the club near the drop zone, before Balga beat Morley-
Windmills 2-1 for their first win of the year.  Windmills had just been relegated from the top 
flight the previous season and were determined to going straight back up.  The black and 
greens then went on to be undefeated in their next five games before a mid-season slump 
ended any chance of promotion, with the team finishing in eight position. 

The Under 18's impressed again, by finishing runners up in the league for the third year in a 
row and runners up in the D'Orsogna Cup. 

Squad: I. Philip, B. Callaghan, M. McKinley, R. Tickner, T. Davies, P. Everitt, S. Sceats, K. Thomas, A. 

Fenton, R. Ilott, I. McPherson, J. Jones, T. Burke, D. Cooper, R. Davis (Coach). 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


