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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 
 
 
Hello friends, fans, and guests, 
 
 
We welcome our guests from Joondalup City. Joondalup City was for many years                                                            
an unwanted opponent for Balga until we beat them in Joondalup last year after                                              
decades of winless encounters. Joondalup has had a difficult start to the season and everybody who 
has played football knows that it becomes more difficult by the week to turn that fortune around. 
 
After our last home victory against Wanneroo City, our Balga Boys showed that with 3 wins, one 
draw and one loss, Princess Road is a well-defended fortress. The late winner from Jordan Rowe 
crowned a comeback against an in-form team from Wanneroo. With 3 goals it was our game with 
the highest score in 2023. But the overall performance showed that the team believed in its abilities 
and managed to perform over 90 minutes. 
 
The support we had last week during Back-to-Balga Day and the presence of many greats in the club 
history helped the team to put that little bit of extra confidence into their game, which was needed 
to beat a team from the top four. The coaching team could build on this during the training week, 
with the return of Isaac Houghton and Taban Lado with increased fitness giving the team another 
push. It was just the beginning with the debut of our new striker, Sam Kent, who joined us from 
UWA Nedlands FC after a complicated wrist injury. The next weeks and improved fitness will show 
how much Sam can help the team to improve our performance and create consistency towards 
positive results. 
 
Hence, it is extremely important that our fans and supporters come down against Joondalup City to 
push the team forward to achieve the third straight home victory. Our young team will give 
everything to continue the home success-story at Princess Road in 2023. 
 
 
Let’s go Balga! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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OUR GUESTS 
 

The Joondalup City Football Club was founded in 1989 as Heathridge Celtic                                                                

and wore green and white hoops as their kit. The club was focused initially                                              

on juniors in the area and played at  Santiago Park in Ocean Reef. In 1995,                                                            

the club dropped "Celtic" from their name to become "Heathridge Soccer Club". 

Heathridge did field senior teams in the social competitions, but it wasn't until 2007 when 

Heathridge decided to join the Amateur League. By this stage the club was now based at the Illuka 

Sports Complex. Joe Sweeney became the team's first senior coach in the Amateur competition, and 

they had a great debut season. Winning the Amateur Fourth Division by three points to gain 

promotion. In 2008, the club was in Division Three and Heathridge were one of the favourites and 

once again they captured the league title for the second year in a row and claimed another 

promotion with it. 

After the 2008 season there were rumblings off the field which led to disagreements between the 

club and coaching staff. Coach Joe Sweeney decided to leave that summer, with most of the squad 

following him. New coach Mark Cox had to rebuild a squad from scratch in their first season in the 

Amateur Second Division in 2009, and all things considered did well to finish in sixth spot. The 

following year the club almost gained another promotion. Just missing out by one point and finishing 

in third position. 

Big changes were to occur in 2011, with the club making a brave decision to not only change their 

name from Heathridge to Joondalup City, but also change their colours from green and white, to 

blue and white. On the field the club did not have a great season, ending up in eight position. During 

that season, the club also made a decision to apply for the newly formed Division Two in the semi-

professional State League. Later in the year Football West accepted their application. 

2012 would be the first season of State League football at the Illuka Sports Complex, with Gerry 

Wardle taking over as coach. This season did not pan out as planned, with Micky Quale and Mike 

Hartley also having coaching stints before the club finished second from bottom in the new seven 

team league. 
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Gary Kalaher was Joondalup City's new first team coach in 2013, and there was instant success! The 

club won their very first title in the State league, winning Division Two by three points. However, 

disappointment would follow. Due to the formation of the new NPL-WA the following season, there 

was to be no promotion. Kalaher continued in his role in 2014, with Division Two now strengthened 

to twelve clubs. Joondalup City dropped to seventh spot before gaining another seventh placed 

position in 2015. 

Marco Schisano took over in 2016 and Joondalup gained several new players and hoped for a better 

season. The club battled with Fremantle City and Balga throughout the year for the tile, but 

Joondalup had to settle for runners-up.  

However they had to chance to go up in a two legged play-off against the second bottom side of 

Division One, the Dianella White Eagles. The first leg was a 3-0 win to Dianella, the club battled hard 

in the second leg to win 2-1, but lost out on aggregate. The club's promotion dreams were over. Or 

so they thought. Due to NPL-WA being increased to fourteen clubs, Joondalup were granted 

promotion. Only three years earlier the club were denied promotion as champions, now in a strange 

twist Joondalup won promotion when they initially thought they didn't. 

Schisano moved clubs over the summer, with Kalaher returning to take Joondalup into Division One. 

Their first ever game in the First Division in 2017 ended in a 5-0 loss away to the Western Knights, 

however the team recovered well to finish well clear of relegation and ended up in eighth position. 

The following year was a tough season, with Joondalup only winning two games and finding 

themselves relegated. 

Joondalup City were back in Division Two in 2019, and Nigel Smith was the newly appointed coach. It 

was a mixed season for the team, with Joondalup ended up in sixth spot. Smith continued in his role 

as coach in 2020, and even with no promotion on offer due to COVID, the club finished fourth 

overall, followed by a ninth placed finish in 2021. Last year the club ended up in ninth place. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS JOONDALUP CITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga and Joondalup City have met on seventeen occasions, with Balga only 

winning three times, there has been only two draws, while Joondalup City have 

won twelve times. 

Last season Balga won their first ever game away to Joondalup City, when we 

won 1-0 at Iluka.  
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THIS WEEKEND’S FIXTURES  

NPL-WA 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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 DIVISION TWO TABLES  

First Team 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reserves 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Under 18's 
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DIVISION TWO – ROUND 10 PREVIEW 

www.footballwa.net 

Curtin University will be looking for back-to-back wins, in the State League Division Two, and keep 

tabs on the top two, when they welcome Ashfield to Edinburgh Oval tonight at 6pm. 

Ashfield player/coach James Sammut said their form had been on the improve, but the loss at 

Maddington was disappointing. “Our form had been on the up, and the coaches and I had been 

really pleased, but the loss to Maddington was very disappointing,” he explained. “First half we had 

a lot of possession in our attacking half and dominated play, but unfortunately, we didn’t take our 

chances and that ended up costing us. They were clinical in the second half, and the quality they had 

up top took their chances on the night.” 

Sammut said they have prepared well this week for a huge game, against a side who have continued 

to impress this season, but he believes they can bounce back from last week’s defeat. “Saturday 

evening is a massive game for us, but we have trained well this week and it’s a game where we need 

to bounce back from the loss at Maddington,” he said. “From all reports they are a good side, and 

play good football, but we are looking forward to the challenge. We will have to make a few changes 

to the side this week through suspension, illness and injury, but this gives opportunities to the lads 

who have been waiting for a chance.” 

In other games this week, league leaders Kingsley Westside host Canning City at Chichester Park. 

Kingsley sit three points clear at the top of the table, and unbeaten this season, so bottom of the 

table Canning, who are still searching for their first win, face a tough test. Second placed Morley 

Windmills welcome Wanneroo City to Wotton Reserve. Marc Anthony’s side sit two points behind 

the leaders, and face a Wanneroo side who will be looking to bounce back from defeat at Balga last 

week. 

Quinns will go in search of their first home win of the season, when they host Maddington-

Kalamunda White City at Gumblossom Park. Balga will be buoyed by their win against Wanneroo last 

week, when they host Joondalup City at Princess Road Reserve, while the host will be looking for 

their first win on the road this season 

It’s a big week for Swan United, who take on Carramar Shamrock Rovers at Swan Italian Club, Francis 

Street on Saturday, before a meeting away with Sorrento in the Australia Cup quarter-final on 

Tuesday. Rovers were edged out by Morley last week, while Swan were held by Canning, and coach 

Colin Morgan said it was a disappointing result. “Last week was a really frustrating day for us. We 

didn't play anywhere near our best, but I believe we were still the better side,” he explained. “But a 

late mistake at the back cost us the three points I thought we deserved, but that's football, it's cruel 

sometimes.” 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1992 

1992 was the year the new break away Professional Soccer League expanded to three divisions, however many 

of the 1991 First Division teams opted to stay loyal to the Soccer Federation of Western Australia, as did Balga. 

Balga had a great year, with 4 new quality signings, which included Ivica Markovic who teamed up with Martin 

Guilfoyle up front, Markovic scored 38 goals for the season, which was the highest in the league. The other 3 

players was Steve Blackmore, who dominated the midfield, defender Steve Callaghan who joined from 

Kingsway Olympic and goalkeeper Liam Twigger. (Who was the former Football West Chairman). 

Balga won nine games in a row in the first half of the season, which included a 13-0 trouncing of Western 

Yugal. Other big wins that occurred in 1992 was a 9-0 thrashing of Gosnells City and a 6-0 win over Inglewood 

Kiev. It wasn't until the 14th league game of the season that Balga tasted its first defeat, to lowly Osborne Park 

Galeb. Another loss to local rival Balga West Coast and Melville Alemannia dented hopes of winning the 

championship. It went to the last game of the season against Ferndale United, who only needed a draw. 

However it was Ferndale who proved too strong, winning the game 3-1, along with the championship. The 

Reserves also did well, finishing runners-up. 

Squad: L. Twigger, P. Davies, Roy Brynjulfsen, S. Callaghan, E. Moala, D. Hill, G. Gunnis, S. Blackmore, Roger 

Brynjulfsen, D. Moala, M. Guilfoyle, I. Markovic, R. Longkeek, E. Hodgkinson (Coach).  
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


