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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Hello again and welcome back to Princess Road Reserve                                             
for another three games. 

Today we welcome Curtin University, who have started the season 
well. They put seven past Peel United in the cup two weeks ago, and 
then went one better with eight against Quinns FC a week later.   

It was a good start to the season for our State League teams last 
week against Maddington. Our Under 18’s came from two goals 
down to win 3-2, while our Reserves had to settle for a 1-1 draw, but 
would have felt unlucky not to get all three points. The first team 
won 2-0, and I think with some of the chances we had, probably 
should have been more. 

Special mention to our sister team, the Balga Fustal Club, that will 
play in the State Fustal Grand Final tomorrow at LeisureFit Melville, 
starting at 5:40pm. They will become WA champions if they win. 

Good luck to all our teams today, and we hope to see everyone in 
the clubrooms afterwards. 

 
 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
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The Curtin University Football Club was founded in 1992, when they joined the 

Fourth Division of the Amateur competition. In their first season under coach 

Justin Carpenter, the club finished in a respectable eighth position. For the rest 

of the 1990's, Curtin played between the Fifth and Third Divisions, and it 

wasn't until 2005 when the club got their first major break. 

Under coaches Tanuj Sharma and Geir Jacobsen, Curtin finished in sixth spot in 

the Third Division. Normally this would be considered just a mid-table finish, 

however with the Amateur Premier Division being expanded to two 

conferences, it gave the club the break they needed, and with it promotion to 

the Second Division for the first time in their history. 

Micah Sluczanowski coached the club in their first season in Division Two in 

2006 when the club climbed to fifth spot. The following year, Campbell 

Ballantyne became coach and was determined for promotion. After five 

seasons in the division, Ballantyne got his wish in 2011. Curtin did finish fifth, 

but due to a number of amateur clubs higher in the leagues moving to the 

State League, the club gained promotion. 

By 2012, Curtin were on the up. Their first season in Division One finished just 

short of promotion, with the club in third position.  
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By 2012, Curtin were on the up. Their first season in Division One finished just 

short of promotion, with the club in third position. The following year Curtin 

would make no mistake, not only did they gain what would have been 

promotion to the Amateur Premier Division, but also became league 

champions for the first time.  

During the season, the club also applied to join the expanded State League 

Division Two and their application was successful by Football West. 

In 2014, Curtin University were now in the State League,  juniors also joined 

the club ranks after a merger with nearby Victoria Park Rovers. On the pitch, 

the club had a great year. Their first ever State League game was away to 

Joondalup City with a 1-1 draw. Under coaches Campbell Ballantyne and Daniel 

Jones, Curtin finished in fourth spot, which included some big wins along the 

way. 

Kevin Burton took over as coach in 2015, before Ballantyne once again took 

the reigns in 2016. In both years the team ended in tenth position. Mick Philip 

took over in 2018, and after a ninth and tenth place finish respectively. 

In 2020, Curtin finished eleventh overall in the COVID impacted season, before 

they had a much better year in 2021 when they ended up in eighth place under 

new coach Troy Ried. The club had a great year last season, and just missed 

out on a play-off place by goal difference! 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS CURTIN UNIVERSITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga and Curtin University have met twenty-four times, the very first was in the 2008 

Amateur League Second Division, with Curtin winning 4-1.  All up, Balga have won on eleven 

occasions, while Curtin have claimed victory seven times.  There have been six draws.  

Curtin beat Balga last season for the first time in fifteen games. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

 
Hello friends, fans, and guests, 
 
We welcome our guests from Curtin University FC. Curtin missed the promotion                                                                                               
games last year by just a small margin and were one place in front of us. So, it is                                                          
an interesting encounter when we look back, but in the present Curtin have                                                             
started as top of the table, beating Quinns 8:1 last week. Hence, we face the table topper this week. 
I welcome my colleague Troy Reid, who is, like me, in his 3rd year at his club. 
 
Our Team started positively and, after Nathan Scully brought us in front in the first half, we 
controlled the game and finished 2:0 against Maddington. The second goal was scored by our 
captain, Bleron Mamudi. Our team showed tactical discipline and was fitter than the opponent, 
which lead to several additional chances which we could not convert. 
 
Today, I expect a game with a high degree of entertainment. Curtin will visit us with newly gained 
self-confidence, and we will be ready to show our potential against a technically well-schooled team. 
Like in our last game, we will add the component of tempo and fight to the competition. After a 
week of intensive training, the coaching team is convinced that the Balga Boys will be ready for a 
fight. While Isaac Houghton is out injured, Jimmy Taban will have his first appearance in the squad. 
Our team-spirit is excellent and the competition in the team is bringing a few more percentages out 
of every player in training and in games.  
 
The second consecutive home game is an advantage, which we intend to use. We appreciated the 
victory of the U18s and the Reserve against Maddington last week. The support of both teams 
afterwards showed that the Club is a unit and that we can rely on the support of our club members 
and fans. 
 
Last week, Princess Road Stadium had for the first time a speaker system in place to announce our 
players and sponsors. This is another step in the right direction to show the growth of the club and 
its State League Department. Today’s atmosphere will be exciting, and the fans and our supporters 
will help the players and the coaching team to keep the points at Princess Road.  
 
The Balga Boys will give everything to satisfy your expectations and we are here to keep the next 
three points of the season in Balga. 
 
Let’s go Balga! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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DIVISION TWO – ROUND 2 PREVIEW 

www.footballwa.net 

After a tight opening round, we head into week two of the State League Division Two, and in our ‘Match of the 

Round’ leaders Curtin University travel to Princess Road Reserve to take on Balga. Curtin were the big winners 

last week, beating Quinns 8-1 with Kieran Witt bagging four goals, while goals from Nathan Scully and skipper 

Bleron Mamudi secured Balga a 2-0 win against Maddington, so with both teams in good form, this one should 

be a great game. 

The last time the two sides met in the league at the venue was in round 20 last season, when the hosts run out 

2-0 winners. The home side opened the scoring on four minutes, Mamudi finishing clinically, before doubling 

their advantage in first half stoppage time, Weldu Tekeste and Sam Losondo combining to find Bleron, whose 

shot on the run found the bottom corner. 

Curtin skipper Jeffrey Ledwith said last week’s big win was a great start to the season, but they have worked 

hard in pre-season, and they are now seeing the benefits. “Last week’s win was a good way to start the season, 

and I’m very happy with the result, especially after falling behind early,” he explained. “It's great to see our 

hard work throughout the pre-season is now paying off and seeing our style of football in full swing.” 

The trip to Balga is a tough one, but Ledwith said they head their looking to continue their winning start to the 

campaign. “Travelling away to Balga will be very exciting, we know that there's no easy games in this league 

and that every game matters,” he said. “They had a good squad last year, but Saturday is about us, and we're 

hoping to continue our momentum this season with another win under our belt.” 

Balga skipper Bleron Mamudi was on target, in their two-goal win, last week, and he said newly-promoted 

Maddington showed they will be very competitive this season in State League football, but his side deserve the 

points. “Last week was a very good game, for a newly promoted team they held their own and played their 

football,” he explained. “We had our game plan and we stuck to it, the boys put in a shift for a convincing win 

and a good performance.” 

Mamudi said Curtin good start was impressive, and he knows it will be another tough game, but they are 

determined to keep their winning run going. “Well done to Curtin on their performance and win, and to score 

eight goals was impressive,” he said. “But we’re going to prepare and strategize for the home game and make 

sure we secure another three points.” 

In other games today. Swan United meet Ashfield, Morley-Windmills welcome Maddington-Kalamunda White 

City to Wotton Reserve, while Quinns make the trip to Grandis Park to take on Carramar Shamrock Rovers, 

Joondalup City host Kingsley Westside at Iluka Open Space while Wanneroo City entertain Canning City 

(6.00pm). 
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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Balga in action on the bottom oval at Princess Road Reserve - 1980 (Thanks to Stephen Bowes) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga at home in 1981 (Thanks to the Hopkins family for the photo)  
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


