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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Hello again, today we welcome Swan United to Princess Road                                    
Reserve, who have had an good start to the 2023 season. 

Our State League sides have had two away games in a row. It was a mixed day 
at Morley-Windmills, the Under 18's had a very good 2-0 win, while our 
Reserves were unlucky not to get all three points, but had to settle for a 1-1 
draw. The first team had a decent first half, being 1-1 at the break, before 
Windmills ran away with the game. 

Just over a week ago, we launched our book "Together - The People of Balga 
Soccer Club". It tells the personal stories of many current players, coaches and 
other volunteers at our club. Complied by Tom Jeffcote, it is a great read, and 
you can pick up your copy at the club for only $10. We thank Tom and his wife 
Hilda for putting together a great book that represents our club. We were 
fortunate enough to have our local state and federal MP's Meredith Hammat 
MLA and Dr Anne Aly MP at the club to help launch the book, many thanks for 
coming down. 

The junior leagues kick off this weekend with fourteen teams representing 
Balga this year so far. Thanks to all our volunteers who help with our Fee Free 
Football juniors. 

Also a reminder, that the Hyundai raffle books are available now at club to sell 
or buy. This is our major fund raising for the year. 

Enjoy today's fixtures, and we hope to see you in the club rooms after the 
games today. 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
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Swan IC was formed in late 1984 and played its first season in the amateur ranks in 1985 at 

Jack Mann Oval.  In 1986 the club joined the Saturday competition for the first time and 

played in the old Fourth Division, before moving to the Swan Italian Club in 1987.  The club 

played in the Fourth Division for four seasons, before getting promoted when they finished 

runners-up in 1989.   

In 1990 Swan were in the Third Division (now known as State League Division Two) and 

finished sixth before earning promotion by finishing runners-up the following season. Swan 

gained promotion to the top flight after another runners-up place in Division One in 1993. 

By 1994 Swan IC were in the big league, and many top players joined the club, including 

state player and proven goal scorer Peter Murphy. Swan finished fifth in 1994 followed by 

fourth position in 1995.  Apart from two seasons in 1998 and 1999 the club were in the top 

flight until relegation at the end of the 2010 season.  Swan's biggest highlight of this era was 

when they took out the State Cup in 2003 and 2004. 

The club changed their name to Swan United in 2008, following a merger between Swan IC 

and the Swan Districts Junior Soccer Association. 

Swan United almost went straight back up the top flight in 2011, but finished in second 

position. The black and whites then suffered a further relegation at the end of 2015 to find 

themselves back in Division Two for the first time since 1991. 
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Matt Debarro took over in 2016 and took them to sixth. During the next two years, the club 

made the promotion play-offs, but couldn’t go all the way. In 2019 under coach Paul Dundo, 

Swan finished fourth to again make the play-offs. This time they made no mistake, winning 

the final 5-2 over two legs against Murdoch University Melville to return to Division One. 

Several players that took them to promotion left over the summer, and Swan United had a 

difficult first year back into Division One to finish 11th overall in the COVID impacted season, 

however there was no relegation. 

Dan Evans took over in 2021, and with the addition of several new faces, the team won two 

more games than the previous season, but again ended up in 11th place. The club were 

forced into the relegation/promotion play-offs with Division Two sides.  After beating 

Kingsley Westside in the semi-finals, the black and whites had hopes of staying up. However, 

it wasn’t to be. It was a repeat of the 2019 final, however this time Murdoch University 

Melville won 4-1 over two legs, and Swan United were relegated back to Division Two. 

Swan looked to bounce straight back to Division One on their first attempt in 2022. The club 

finished third and qualified for the promotion play-offs, however Swan lost the semi-final to 

Carramar Shamrock Rovers. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS SWAN UNITED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga have met Swan United in the league twelve times, with Balga winning only on three 

occasions.  The first matches were during the 1993 First Division season when the club was 

known as Swan IC.  Swan played their first ever game in Division One against Balga here at 

Princess Road Reserve when they beat us 2-1 in the opening game of the 1993 season. The 

return game was at the Swan Italian Club in July, and Swan ran out easy 3-0 winners. Swan 

IC went onto finish runners-up in 1993 behind Dianella Serbia, and gained promotion to the 

Premier League, while Balga were relegated to Division Two for the first time since 1980. 

Until 2016, Balga and Swan IC/United have been in different divisions, with Swan spending 

most of their time in the top flight, and Balga for the most part were in the lowest division 

of the Saturday competition or in the Amateurs.  After 23 years, both Balga and Swan 

United met each other in the league again in 2016, with the game at Princess Road Reserve 

being a 3-3 thriller, followed by Swan winning 2-1 in the return game. 

 The clubs did meet in the D'Orsogna Cup Second Round on Anzac Day in 1994, where Swan 

was at home and then in the top flight and ran out easy 8-0 winners, with Peter Murphy 

scoring most of their goals. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 

 
Hello friends, fans, and guests, 
 
We welcome our guests from Swan United. Swan just missed out in the                                                      
promotion games and is starting the new season with a squad which seems to be                                                
even stronger by names. We expect a team with massive confidence to visit us                                                         
today, but the game against Maddington showed that the team may have two faces this year. 
 
The loss against Morley and the knock-out game against Curtin in the Australia Cup are left behind 
our team. We learned that in both games in the first have we were the better team but could not 
maintain the quality of our football over 90 minutes. We need to work on that today physically and 
mentally to keep the points against a strong opponent. 
 
The last weeks put the team, the coaching team and the club to the test. The test was mastered with 
excellence, because everybody stood together, when other clubs took players away from us or 
players left because of the disappointment of being left out. We always except this kind of decision 
even when we are disappointed about the lack of mentality with 6 players, which comes to light in 
difficult situations. 
 
The club reacted brilliantly and our network brought the necessary amount of new players into the 
squad in less than 5 days. Thanks to each and every one who helped and worked tireless. The 
coaching team is convinced that our team is even stronger, because when part of our philosophy is 
that we only want to work with players, who are proud to play for Balga SC. 
 
Back to Princess Road Stadium after two away games is a good feeling. We will show our fans and 
supporters after one win, one draw and one loss that we are ready as a team to fight and protect 
our home ground. A young player of 18 years age will give his start 11 debut in this endeavour. His 
name is Nicholas Bahr-Pike. We hope you will enjoy the development of the young talent as we do. 
 
To beat Swan today we will need your loud support and enthusiastic help for minimum 90 minutes. 
Our young team will pay you back with the best currency a football player can use – fighting spirit, 
commitment and love for the game. 
 
Let’s go Balga! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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DIVISION TWO – ROUND 5 PREVIEW 

www.footballwa.net 

The Match of the Round in week five of the State League Division Two is the top of the table clash 

between Curtin University and Kingsley Westside at Edinburgh Oval.  Kingsley head into the game 

top of the table, with four straight wins, the latest a come-from-behind win against Maddington, 

while Curtin sit third, and they dropped their first points of the season, after being held to a 

scoreless draw at Swan United last time out. 

Kingsley have started the season well, four games and four wins, and the side is performing well, and 

that continued last week in the cup, pushing NPL side Perth RedStar all the way in the cup, and 

midfielder Josh Waldock said it was a great game to be involved in. “I thought last week’s game 

proved to ourselves that we are capable to keep up with top clubs such as Perth RedStar,” he said. 

“We have a great vibe around the club with big numbers attending training each week making 

everyone push for their spot each week.” 

Curtin’s Nathan Smith said their season to date has been pleasing, but after their draw at Swan in 

the last round, he knows they have room for improvement. “As a team we are happy with our 

results so far this season but we know we can step it up another level. We keep working hard on the 

training pitch and I'm sure we will get to that next level, which I think we need to be as the quality of 

this league just keeps improving,” he said. “I think the 0-0 was a fair result, both teams had chances 

to win it but it wasn't meant to be. We would have liked to create more chances and that's 

something we will work on.” 

In other games this weekend, joint leaders Carramar Shamrock Rovers travel to Ashfield Sports Park 

to take on Ashfield, who are coming off a big win against Canning City last week, meanwhile Canning 

makes the trip to Maida Vale Reserve to take on Maddington-Kalamunda White City (6pm), with 

both sides searching for their first wins for the season. Joondalup City entertain Wanneroo City at 

the Iluka Sports Park, while Balga will hope to bounce back when they host Swan United at Princess 

Road Reserve. 

In the final game Quinns welcome Morley Windmills to Gumblossom Park. Morley sit fourth, and 

coming off a big win against Balga, while Quinns are still looking for their first win. Quinns coach 

Antony Benetti said the performance at Wanneroo was ok, but they need to take their chances, and 

he hopes they can do it against Morley on Saturday. “The Wanneroo game had its moments, but I 

feel we lacked intensity and gave away two soft goals. We had our moments but we know as a 

collective we need to better control positive periods of the game and better our execution,” he 

explained. “Morley are a fantastic side that are well organised and we will relish the challenge to test 

ourselves. It's an opportunity for us to kick-start the season and build momentum and whilst we very 

much respect them our focus will be on us.”  
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WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1973 

1973 was our very first season in the Amateur competition, when we entered the old Third 
Division of the Sunday competition. The club was only two years old at that stage. 

The club finished with nine wins from sixteen games, which was not bad for our first 
attempt of senior league football. Little did we know at the time, but within five years we 
would join the semi-professional competition and only twelve years later we would be 
competing in the highest league that Western Australia had to offer. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


