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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 
 
Hello friends, fans, and guests, 
 
We welcome our guests from Canning City. Canning City, as a former Division 1                                              
club, had it very hard last season and is so far in 2023 without a victory in the                                                      
league. But with last week’s draw against Curtin University, our guests have                                                      
shown that they are here in the league to fight against relegation. 
 
For our team, the last weeks in the league were hard – with 3 defeats we are behind our own 
expectations. We had to compensate the loss of several players and are slowly coming back into a 
structure in which we can see more competition between our players. The three U18s players did a 
great job during the last weeks, but it is good that next to our new players, our long list of injuries is 
significantly shortened. Beside the game against Swan United, I cannot blame the team for not trying 
or question their efforts to win, but now we want to get points. 
 
The morale of the team is intact, and the captain Bleron Mamudi and his assistant Karl Maluga did 
everything to keep the team in line, as did the members of the club committee, first and foremost 
Jacob Aufderkampe and Ken Shorto. But now we are out against Canning for a win because nothing 
brings confidence back better than a victory. Every issue is easier to address and every skill works 
better when you win. 
 
I hope that the Princess Road Stadium will help us to create an atmosphere for the young team to 
take risks and enjoy the game. It is this special spirit at Balga’s home games that has supported the 
players last year in a similar situation, and I ask all of you to bring everything to the table so that we 
get back on a winning pathway.  
 
Three points today will lift us back into the midfield of the table. You will see the boys do everything 
possible to play and fight the game towards three points! 
 
 
Let’s go Balga! 
 
Gerhard Janssen 
Balga First Team Coach  
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Canning City Football Club was formed in 1972 as Canning Corinthian, and entered the                                                                               

semi-professional league in 1973 when it joined the old Third Division (now known as Division Two) 

in 1973, where the club finished in eight place. Just one year later, the club won the championship                                                

under coach John Reilly and were promoted to the old Second Division for the 1977 season.  

The club found it difficult, and never managed to get above seventh place for the next seven years 

before finding themselves relegated after the 1983 season. 1984 fared no better, even  in a lower 

league, the club were relegated again, this time to the old Fourth Division. They stayed there for four 

seasons. 1988 was a turning point for the club, they finished runners-up and won promotion back to 

the old Third Division. Then in 1991, with Bob Braid as coach the club won the league title and were 

promoted back to the second tier of WA Football for the first time since 1983. 

After the 1992 season, the club were in talks with nearby Melville Alemannia, who were based at 

John Connell Reserve in Leeming. A merger took place, and the new club was to be called Melville 

Corinthian, and took the field in what would now be known as Division One. The junior section of 

Canning Corinthian decided to stay separate and continue on as a junior club only. In 1995, the 

junior club name was changed to Canning Cosmos. Melville Corinthian continued to play at John 

Connell Reserve, and changed their name to Leeming Strikers in 1997. 
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In 2000, Canning Cosmos was one of the biggest junior clubs in Western Australia, and the 

committee decided to bring back seniors to the club, and applied to re-join the semi-professional 

competition. Their application was accepted, and they would join the First Division in 2001 under the 

new name of Canning City with Harry Long as coach. Ironically they would be in the same league as 

Leeming Strikers. With a very young squad of players, the club struggled in its first seasons back in 

the league before they managed to finish third in 2004. The club flirted with relegation in 2005 

before jumping back to fifth in 2006. 

Canning City entered the 2008 season as one of the Division One favourites, and under coach Frank 

Longstaff they didn't disappoint. They easily won the league, and become the first club in the history 

of the First Division to go undefeated. 

The club were in the Premier League for the first time in 2009. Their first ever top flight game was at 

home to Perth SC, where they lost 5-1. However, the club ended up up having a good start to the 

season, winning five of their first ten games, and looked good enough to stay up. The second half of 

the season was a different story, the club lost many games by the odd goal and found themselves 

relegated. 

Life back in Division One was a struggle at first, but under co-coaches Paul Van Dongen and Michael 

Van Dongen, Canning finished third in 2013 and sixth in 2014. Club legend Paul Oliver took over in 

2015 and 2016 with respectable league positions. Peter Lord became coach in 2017, however the 

club struggled, and were relegated. 

Canning were in Division Two in 2018, and found the going tough. The club finished tenth, followed 

by last place and relegation in 2019. The club would have been relegated to the Amateur Premier 

Division, however due to withdrawal of South West Phoenix, Canning applied to re-join Division Two, 

and their application was successful. 

Chris Finlayson became the new coach in 2020, and brought in new players which led to a big 

improvement on the pitch. Finaylson resigned after the 2021 season, with Jude Peppin being 

appointed the new boss. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS CANNING CITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2018 was the first time both Balga and Canning City played each other since 1983, when both clubs 

were in what today would be called State League Division One. Canning City was known as Canning 

Corinthian at the time.  

Overall, the clubs have met on sixteen occasions in the league, with Balga winning ten times 

and there have been five draws. Canning won their first ever game against Balga in 2020. 
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TODAY’S FIXTURES  
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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 DIVISION TWO TABLES  
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DIVISION TWO – ROUND 7 PREVIEW 

www.footballwa.net 

The top of the table clash between State League Division Two leaders Kingsley Westside and second 

placed Morley Windmills at Wotton Reserve is the Week Six ‘Match of the Round’. Morley’s Ismael 

Dawson was on target in the big win at Swan last week, and he said it was a good team performance, 

with four different scorers on the day. “It was great to get on the scoresheet, and four different 

goalscorers shows that we are a team. We push each other to get on the scoresheet and we clearly 

demonstrated last week away at Swan,” he explained. “The lads are all confident and excited for our 

top of the league clash on Saturday, and the winner sits at the top of the league, so that’s are 

motivation.” 

English import Dawson said Saturday is a huge game for the club, both sides are in good form, so it 

should be a great game. “We’re all looking forward to the game, we have previously played Kingsley 

at the start of the season, however we’re a different team now in terms of togetherness and work 

rate,” he said. “We work hard together and we will all show that on Saturday to get the points.” 

In other games this weekend, Ashfield host Joondalup City at the Ashfield Sports Club, with both 

sides hoping to bounce back from defeats last week, while City still search for their first win of the 

new campaign. Quinns won for the first time this season at Joondalup, and this week they welcome 

Swan United to Gumblossom Park, while Balga and Canning City meet at Princess Road Reserve, 

both looking for three points to move away from the foot of the table. 

The inform Wanneroo City travel to Maida Vale Reserve on tonight to take on Maddington-

Kalamunda White City. (6pm) The visitors have won their three games to move up to fourth on the 

table, while the hosts have also picked up form, winning their last two games. In the final game, 

third placed Carramar Shamrock Rovers make the trip to Edinburgh Oval to meet fifth placed Curtin 

University. Both sides dropped points last week, Curtin drawing at Canning, while Rovers had a day 

to forget, well beaten by Maddington. 

Rovers’ defender Ger Fitzgerald said it was a poor performance, and they will be looking to bounce 

back on Saturday. “Yes, it was a bad day at the office for us, but credit to Maddington they played 

very well and deserved to win. We learn from our mistakes and what went wrong and improve on 

Saturday,” he explained. “Curtin is always a very tough place to go to, and they are a good team who 

are always up for the game which is good as it brings out the best in us knowing it will be a tough 

game. Hopefully we can get a result and forget about last week.” 

 

 

 

 

 



Black & Green 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Black & Green 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WANT ALL THE LATEST NEWS FROM THE CLUB? 

Check out our facebook page! 

Search "Official Balga Soccer & Social Club” and give us a like! 
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1981 

1981 was our first season in the second tier (now known as the State League First Division) of WA 

football. It was a disappointing league campaign, with the black and greens finishing in tenth place 

after so much promise prior to the season starting. Balga did cause the upset of the season in the 

State Cup, beating top flight Forrestfield United 2-1 before losing to Perth Azzurri in the next round 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


