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FROM THE EDITOR 

 
I would like to welcome the management, players and supporters from the Ashfield Sports 
Club for today’s games. The last time we met Ashfield was away at their ground on the very 
last game of the season. We held on to a 1-1 draw, which meant we avoided any need for a 
possible relegation play-off. 

It is our very first home game of the 2024 season, and for the most part we started off the 
season well away to Wanneroo in Round One. Our Under 18’s had a very good 3-0 win to 
start of the year, while our first team were too strong for Wanneroo in a 2-0 victory. 
Unfortunately our Reserves lost 5-0 to a good Wanneroo team.. 

Our first team for 2024 is once again led by our senior coach Gerhard Janssen, while Dani 
Gros has stepped up to become assistant coach. Mirza Hodzic is our new goalkeeping coach, 
and Jan Jungstedt is the team manager.  Our first team squad has many new faces, with the 
club busy signing players over the summer, we welcome all new players who are putting on 
the black and green this season. In each match day program this year, we will have a player 
profile, with Karl Maluga starting off things on page 10. 

Our Reserves coach this year is our former first team goalkeeper Carlos Bervenotti Filho, with his 
assistant being Tom Zdunek. Eugene Tona is our new Under 18’s coach this season after leading the 
Under 16’s last year, while Noemi Tapla is once again our club physio. 

A big thank you to everyone that has put their hand up to join the committee this year, and 
for all your work over the summer to get the season ready, especially to our President Ken 
Shorto, who continues to work tirelessly for our club. 

Also to all our sponsors, without you, we would not have a club. Thank you for all your 
support, and we ask all our members to support our sponsors whenever you can, they are 
all listed throughout this match day program. 

Our next home game is on Saturday 4th May against Kalamunda City. It is also our Back to 
Balga Day 40 year promotion reunion. Where we hope to see as many former players and 
members at the club that won us our place to the top flight of WA football back in 1984. 

Enjoy today's three games, and we hope to see everyone inside the club rooms afterwards. 

Jacob Aufdemkampe 
Match Day Program Editor 
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ASHFIELD SPORTS CLUB 
 

Ashfield Sports Club began life in 1970 as Ashfield Dynamo                                                                       

Soccer Club and started with juniors only. The club entered a                                                                       

senior team into the semi-professional competition in 1976,                                                               

joining the Second Division (then known as Division Three).                                                               

John Van Hoek was the coach, who would later become an                                                                 

Ashfield legend. 

Ashfield found the going though in its first three years, finishing last in 1976 and 1977, and 

second last in 1978. Due to the formation of a Fourth Division, the club were relegated. 

Most of the 1980's was a struggle for Ashfield Dynamo, staying in the old Fourth Division for 

most of the decade. However, things were slowly on the improve as the 1990's approached. 

In 1988, the club won the old Fourth Division and were promoted to what today would be 

known as the Second Division.  The club finished 8th in 1989, 5th in 1990, followed by 

another 8th place finish in 1991. The game was in turmoil during that summer, with two 

associations at war on who controlled the game in Western Australia. This was to Ashfield's 

benefit, who joined the new Professional Soccer League in 1992, and were placed into the 

First Division. This would be the first time the club competed in the top two tiers, and they 

hadn’t been out of the top two divisions until last season. Ashfield finished 9th in its first 

season in Division One under new coach Gerry Wardle. 

1993 was a big year for the club. After much deliberation and heartache, the name 

"Dynamo" was dropped from the club's title. It was also the first time that the main pitch 

was enclosed at Ashfield Reserve with a surrounding fence, and floodlights were erected. A 

new grandstand was soon to follow. In 1996, Ashfield decided to form a partnership with 

Bunbury United. Eyebrows were raised when the "merged" club was announced, but it 

proved to be an initial success, with the new Ashfield/Bunbury becoming a force in Division 

One, finishing 5th in 1996, 3rd in 1997 and champions and promotion in 1998.  1999 would 

see top flight football at Ashfield Reserve for the first time ever, however it was a struggle, 

with Ashfield/Bunbury finishing 10th in it's first year before being relegated after the 2000 

season. 
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In 2001, the partnership was dropped with Bunbury United, and the club once again became 

known as Ashfield. Under Tom Kilkelly the club won Division One and were back in the 

Premier League. However, once again the club struggled in the top flight and were relegated 

back to the First Division. Since 2003, the club had remained in Division One, but have had 

many ups and downs since. In 2005, the club escaped relegation to the Amateur League due 

to a last minute equaliser by Gosnells City against Kingsway Olympic. After this scare, 

changes were made. Salv Todaro became the new coach, who brought in many new players, 

with the reds finishing runners-up in both 2006 and 2007.  A loss of many players put 

Ashfield on the brink of going down again in 2008, with the club finishing last and in the 

relegation position. However, Ashfied were saved from amateur football by the decision of 

Amateur Champions Fremantle United (now Fremantle City). Fremantle were expected by 

many to take the offer of promotion, however after various meetings they ended up 

declining the chance to play in the semi-professional competition for the moment. 

Since 2011, under coaches Matt Carruthers, Paul Dundo and Matt Wardle, Ashfield had 

been a team that troubled most and would consistently finish in the top half of the league, 

with runners-up positions in 2014 and 2015. Only in 2018 did they finish as low as 8th. 2013 

would also be treasured most by the Ashfield faithful, when the club made it all the way to 

the cup final, before losing out to Bayswater City 1-0 at Litis Stadium. In 2021, Ashfield 

finished bottom of the league, resulting in relegation. Dropping out of the top two divisions 

for the first time since 1991. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS ASHFIELD 

Ashfield visited Princess Road Reserve in 2022 for the first time in                                                             

twenty-five years after both clubs were in different leagues for that                                                               

whole period. The game ended in a 2-2 draw.  

The very first meeting between the clubs was back in 1979 at Ashfield                                                                 

Reserve when both clubs were in the old Fourth Division. Unfortunately                                                                

we don’t have the results from both of the games that season, however                                                             

Balga finished runners-up to gain promotion, while Ashfield ended up in                                                                    

up in fifth spot.  

It would be another fourteen years before the clubs met again, this time here at Princess Road 

Reserve in 1993. Ashfield won 4-2, while in the return leg later in the year, Ashfield easily won 4-1. 

Known as Ashfield/Bunbury in 1997, the club continued the winning streak, with a 5-2 win at Balga. 

The game at Ashfield was much tighter, Balga were leading, with goals thanks to Peter Andrews and 

Anthony Banham, before Ashfield came back to win 3-2. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 
 
Hello friends, fans, and guests, 

We welcome our guests from Ashfield SC and welcome coach James Sammut.                                                     

Ashfield SC changed his playing style and started well into the Night Series.                                                                     

With Ravi Singh Ashfield hired an interesting young striker we have to take                                                          

good care of. 

Our team has produced a fantastic pre-season and started the season accordingly in our derby-

victory in Wanneroo with 2:0. The team will present itself as a unit on and off the pitch. We released 

7 players and brought talented and hungry new competitors into the squad. Alessio Meschi from 

France is a leader in defence and Mark Bauersachs and Valentin Dosiere are building with Karl 

Maluga a very solid defensive midfield structure. 

Ken Shorto and Danny Gros worked on the club committee structure, which made it possible to 

attract talents like Luke Christie and Cian Guest to the Princess Road. Bleron Mamudi and Meng 

Chroek returned during preseason after more than half-a-year injury back into the squad. Equally, 

Christian Vest is on the recovery road and brings something special to our team. Immensely 

important is the experience which is brought into the squad by goalie Dom Salvodelli and defender 

Pablo Vargas. Both “warhorses” help the massive group of young talents to stay calm on and off the 

field. 

Today we start the first home game, and we want to build a fortress at Princess Road. The team 

played exciting football so far and is keen to entertain the fans and spectators. The support during 

our away game in Wanneroo shows that Balga SC is a Force - we stay together in sunshine and rain. 

The team is thinking and working from game to game; hence we don’t want to give any prognosis for 

the season or even for the next games to come. The only action which counts is the competition 

against Ashfield SC as our first home game. 

Therefore, it is even more important that all of our fans support us today in our first home game of 

the season 2024! The Balga Boys will deliver the best performance possible, and we will hear you as 

fans before, during and after the game pushing our boys to the limit. 

Let’s go Balga! 

Gerhard Janssen 

Balga First Team Coach 
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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PLAYER PROFILE 

Name: Karl Maluga 

Nickname: The Germanator 

Previous clubs: FC Büderich, Floreat Athena, Stirling Lions, UWA Nedlands, 

Rot-Weiss Oberhausen 

Any pre-game superstitions or routines: Pre-kickoff MMA stretch warm up. 

Your club favourite team in Europe: FC Schalke 04 

Your favourite TV show: Vikings 

Favourite food: Pesto Pasta 

iPhone or Android: IPhone.  

Favourite animal: Grizzly Bear 

Best gift you have received: Schalke kit 

What is the first thing you would buy if you won the lotto: Buy a house.  

Your favourite holiday destination: Iceland. 

The most famous person you would like to meet: Cristiano Ronaldo.  

Best place to live in the world: Perth. 
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STATE LEAGUE SQUAD 
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THIS WEEKEND’S FIXTURES 

NPL-WA 
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WANNEROO CITY VS BALGA – ROUND 1 

 

Balga have started their season with a hard fought 2-0 win against Wanneroo 

City at Wanneroo Reserve. “It was a deserved win from a very disciplined and 

organised team. During the entire game Wanneroo did not have one scoring 

opportunity, so that we could keep a clean sheet. it was overall a controlled 

performance and a good start into the new season,” Balga Head Coach 

Gerhard Janssen explained.  

“We are now looking forward to our first home game against Ashfield.” Balga 

started the game well with several chances and good saves from the 

Wanneroo keeper Jordan Barbas. But Balga did find the opener on 36 minutes, 

Nathan Scully was fouled in the box, and Alessio Meschi gave converted the 

resulting penalty. They sealed the points just after the hour mark, good work 

by Cian Guest, saw Mark Bauersachs finish clinically from the edge of the box. 

The Reserves lost 5-0 to a good Wanneroo side, while our Under 18’s had a 

strong 3-0 win. Michael Anokhin scored in the 40th minute, Ethan Corley put 

us two goals ahead two minutes later, while Anas Tamba made sure of the 

three points scoring just before full time. Antonio Panetta-Iannantuoni also 

had a great game in goal making some very good saves. Well done boys. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


