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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 
A big welcome today to our past players and supporters as we celebrate the                                                    
40th Anniversary of our first promotion to the top league here in Perth. It                                                         
was in 1984 that Balga obtained promotion to the State League top division after just 
thirteen years in existence climbing from the lowest Amateur division through to Saturday 
Division Four to the Saturday top flight. A tremendous effort from all involved at that time. 
We trust that you will enjoy the afternoon as always and look forward to seeing many old 
friends again. 
 
Today’s opponent is Kalamunda who gave us two good games last year with honours being 
even. Today we look to repeat our performance at home last year where we were victorious 
in a good game which showed us that Kalamunda would be a very competitive team, as was 
proven by their overall games. 
 
Over the summer we have been busy improving our amenities and we are very happy to see 
the verandah extended to protect members and staff in the canteen. This was in large part 
due to the support of the State Government through their election promise of 2021. This 
process was considerably slowed by Covid and in fact we were unable to finish the process 
due to increase in costs and delays. Fortunately we have now been granted some funds 
from the Federal Government through Dr. Anne Aly which will allow us to finish the job.  
 
Our junior section is going strong and several age groups have two teams with U9 having 
three teams this year. We also have three all girls teams from age nine through to fourteen 
which is all great for the future of the club. This increase in numbers does put a strain on the 
administration of the Club and we are always looking for any assistance in that area. 
Coaching is another area we always can use new people. Balga is a great place to start 
coaching as we do not place any pressure on obtaining results in games but look for 
noticeable improvements and the growing up of our fantastic young people to sustain the 
future of our area. 
 
We look forward to a great afternoon of football and mateship as we embark on another 
push this year to gain promotion back into division one. 
 
Go the Black N Green!! 
 

Ken Shorto 
Balga SC President 
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Kalamunda City have a complex history made up of mergers, name changes and 

partnerships. 

Maddington White City formed a partnership with Kalamunda United last season before 

fully merging late last year to become “Kalamunda City”. 

The Maddington part of the club was founded in 1980 as Booragoon Zavicaj. It entered the 

Amateur League Fourth Division the following year where it finished third before deciding to 

enter the semi-professional league in 1982. 

The club stayed in the semi-professional league for ten seasons, where it yo-yoed between 

the third and fourth tiers. During 1991, Zavicaj decided to merge with Dianella Serbia. 

Later in the 1990’s, the two clubs decided to go their own way, with former Zavicaj 

members buying land in Maddington, where the new Serbian Community Centre was 

constructed in 2000. With football pitches behind the new centre ready to go, it was 

decided to re-form the team, which would now go under the name of Maddington Eagles. 

The club finished third in the Amateur Fourth Division in their first season back in 2007. 

Maddington slowly made their way up the leagues, and by 2012 were in the Amateur 

Second Division.  Also that season, Fremantle Spirit of the State League (Formerly Fremantle 

Benfica) would play some of their home games at Maddington’s ground. During the 

following summer, the Fremantle Spirit committee decided to join with the Maddington 

Eagles, with the new look club to be called Maddington White City. 
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For the first time since 1991, Maddington was now back in the State League, while their 

Sunday team continued in the Amateurs. However, it was only to last one season, when at 

the end of 2013, the club was controversially removed from the State League by Football 

West. 

Their amateur team continued on, and by 2020 had made it to the Amateur Premier 

Division, where they finished fourth. In 2021, Maddington just missed out on the 

championship finishing second to South West Phoenix. However, the following year the club 

made no mistake, won the title and were back in the State League! 

Just after the season had been completed, the club decided to join forces with Kalamunda 

United. The new partnership would be called Maddington-Kalamunda White City. 

Kalamunda United had been formed in 1969. They were known for many years as Wycombe 

Wanderers before changing to Kalamunda United in the late 1990’s.  Since 2002, the team 

had played between the Third and First Divisions, but could never quite make the Amateur 

Premier.  Kalamunda United applied to join the State League in 2014 when Division Two was 

expanded, but their application was not successful.  

After the new joint venture with Maddington last year, both clubs decided to fully merge to 

be now known as Kalamunda City, while still playing at what was United’s home ground at 

Maida Vale Reserve. 
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PREVIOUS GAMES VS KALAMUNDA CITY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Balga have only ever played Maddington-Kalamunda White City twice, which was last 

season. Balga winning at home 2-0, before Maddington won at Maida Vale Reserve 1-0. 

In the 1980’s, Balga and Booragoon Zavicaj (the former name of Maddington) were never in 

the same league. They did however come up against Fremantle Benfica, who ended up 

joining with Maddington in 2013. In those six games, Balga lost five and only drew one. 

Today will be the first time we will play the club now known as Kalamunda City. 
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FROM THE COACH – FIRST TEAM 
 
We welcome our guests from Kalamunda City FC. After making it into the                                                                

semi-finals for the season 2023, our guests are now on the radar of every                                                         

opponent, while last year as a newcomer in the league some teams may have                                              

underestimated the team and their playing style. 

With two victories and two losses out of four including three away games the start of the season for 

our team is acceptable but could have been better. It was good for us, that we had a week break so 

that some of our injured players could recover and that they have the proper training to prepare for 

our second home game of the season. 

Our two strikers Nathan Scully and Albert Victor scored despite our defeat in Quinns and with the 

return of Bleron Mamudi and Christian Vest the squad is now much more balanced then at the start 

of the season. Furthermore, Mark Bauersachs recovered from a minor injury and will continue to 

show his good quality and the good form for the team. 

The celebration of the 40-year reunion for the 1984 promotion season is a fantastic example, what 

footballers can achieve in their career. The young players must ask themselves: In which field of our 

life can we receive acknowledgment for our performances 40 years and longer after we did our job? 

As the Balga Veterans committed fully and showed that with their camaraderie and hard work 

unexpected results can be accomplished, they are an example and a shining light for the young 

generation, how to write history. When the club is looking around in the current squad, we can find 

young players, who show the same desire.  That is exactly what the club is looking for! 

Hence, the team showed during the training-week that they are ready to follow in the footsteps of 

the 1984 Team. Everyone is willing to put a shift into earning our third victory of the season and 

bring us forward to establish us in the top third of the ladder. The Balga Boys will show a very 

progressive forward game and we are convinced that our attacking football will entertain our fans 

and spectators. 

We can't wait to receive your support during the upcoming 90 minutes! 

Let’s go Balga! 

Gerhard Janssen 

Balga First Team Coach 
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BALGA'S STATE LEAGUE FIXTURES 
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PLAYER PROFILE 

Name: Alessio Meschi 

Nickname: Aless 

Previous clubs: Annecy-le-Vieux (France) 

Any pre-game superstitions or routines: I always eat the half of a banana 10 

minutes before the kick off. 

Your club favourite team in Europe: AC Milan 

Your favourite TV show: I don’t have any 

Favourite food: Sushis 

iPhone or Android: IPhone.  

Favourite animal: Cat 

Best gift you have received: Phone 

What is the first thing you would buy if you won the lotto: Plane ticket for 

holidays (more in the past when I was in France) 

Your favourite holiday destination: I liked Athens a lot 

The most famous person you would like to meet: Zlatan Ibrahimovic 

Best place to live in the world: Italy 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Goal Post 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

 

STATE LEAGUE SQUAD 
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THIS WEEKEND’S FIXTURES 

NPL-WA 

 

 

 

 

STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE 

 

 

 

 

 

STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Goal Post 
Official Balga SC Match Day Program 

 

 

BALGA VS CANNING CITY – ROUND 3 

Balga SC have fought back from two-goals down with nine minutes to play, to beat Canning City 3-2 
in our State League Division Two ‘Match of the Round’ at Burrendah Park on Saturday afternoon. “I 
thought we were unfortunate not to score in the first half, creating a number of chances but not 
managing to put the ball in the net. We knew we weren’t at our best at times and credit to Canning, 
they capitalised on this, and we were 0-2 down,” Balga’s Cian Guest said. 
 
“It takes a lot of trust in the players and the tactics to continue with the same game plan, but we 
came out in the second half and persisted with working the ball wide and delivering it in. A great 
finish for our first goal gave us the confidence to push on. With a few players missing this week, we 
had to approach the game differently and this worked in our advantage to use the pace up front to 
get in the box and eventually win a penalty. The same can be said for the goal that gave us the win. 
Without the height in the box, we knew set pieces would need to be followed up, and fortunately 
this eventually paid off. Overall, it showed our desire to win is there this season and was great to 
come away with three points.” 
 
It was the hosts who began the game well, but Balga lifted and were unlucky not to take the lead, 
but eight minutes before the break it was Canning who found the opener. A quick break saw Ishmael 
Greywood race clear and superbly fired home from distance. They added a second 12 minutes into 
the second half, with Tom Kinnane was brought down in the box, and he picked himself up to 
convert the penalty. It looked like the points were safe, but Gerhard Janssen's side had other ideas 
and pulled one back nine minutes from time Valentin Dosiere curling home from the edge of the 
box. They found the equaliser four minutes later, Alessio Meschi sending Jordan Jones the wrong 
way from the spot. 
 
The momentum was now with the visitors and in the final minute Balga found the winner. Meschi’s 

free kick was parried by Jones and substitute Nicholas Bahr-Pike was on hand to fire home the 

rebound. “We were missing a few today and that showed, we struggled in the first half to play and 

we were lucky to go in 1-0 after a great finish by Ishmael,” Canning head coach Lee Hayward said. 

“The second half was a little more even but we made a few forced changes which upset the shape 

and to Balga credit they punished us late on. Similar to last week we struggled to play for 90 minutes 

and today it cost us, it’s a very young team and we will need to learn from it quickly.”  
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


